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MEMOIR  OF  REV. 

IIeV.  HOSEA  wheeler  was 
born  at  DunbartGn,  N.H.  March  8, 
3791.  He  early  discovered  a  taste 
for  literature,  although  he  lived  in 
an  interior  town,  where  his  ad- 
vantages were  small.  In  1807,  he 
entered  Dartmouth  College,  where 
he  soon  gained  the  esteem  of  all 
who  knew  him,  and  afterwards  at- 
tained a  very  respectable  rank.  A 
gentleman  of  respectability,  who 
was  a  classmate  with  Mr.  W.  dur- 
ing his  stay  in  College,  gives  the 
following  account  of  this  part  of 
his  life. 

What  I  have  to  say  respecting 
our  friend,  the  Rev.  Hosea  Wheeler, 
will  be  comprised  in  a  few  words. 
We  met  at  Hanover,  in  1807,  for 
the  first  time, and  entered  tlie  fresh- 
man class  at  the  commencement  of 
the  first  term.  He,  like  myself, 
was  but  half  fitted  for  College,  and 
consequently  took  a  rank  in  the 
early  part  of  his  course,  below  me- 
diocrity. At  this  time,  his  knowl- 
edge of  men  and  things  was  small. 
He  had  lived  in  an  interior  town  of 
ISew  Hampsliire,  where  he  had  read 
but  little  and  learned  less.  He 
soon  discovered,  however,  amidst 
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HOSEA  WHEELER. 

!|  all  his  embarrassments,  persever- 
ance, industry,  and  talents,  that 
would  at  some  time  conduct  him  to 
eminence.  He  rapidly  gained  tlie 
esteem  of  his  classmates,  and  the 
confidence  of  the  government,  and 
became  greatly  beloved  for  his  ami- 
able disposition.  I  do  not  know 
that  he  ever  had  an  enemy  in  Col- 
lege. 

During  the  year  1810,  he  was 
brought  to  rellect  seriously  on  his 
state  as  a  sinner.  And  although 
his  life  before  had  been  without  re- 
proach or  blemish,  he  was  deeply 
convinced  that  something  more  than 
mere  morality,  and  a  good  name 
among  men,  was  necessary  to  con- 
stitute him  a  Christian,  and  give 
him  a  saving  interest  in  the  Re- 
deemer. A  long  and  severe  self- 
examination,  under  the  influence  of 
divine  grace,  resulted  in  a  thor- 
ough conviction  of  his  lost  and  ru- 
ined condition  as  a  sinner,  and  he 
soon  made  a  public  profession  of 
religion.  He  was  elected  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  Society 
and  when  he  graduated,  was  hon- 
oured with  one  of  the  best  appoint- 
ments in  his  class.  In  tliis  respeet,, 
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the  Faculty  of  the  College,  and  his 
classmates,  had  but  one  opinion  in 
regard  to  his  merits." 

When  Mr.  W.  publickly  profes- 
sed his  faith  in  Christ,  he  united  i 
with  a  Congregational  church.    Af-  | 
ter  leaving  College,  he  commenced  | 
and  passed  through  a  regular  course  i 
of  studies  with  a  minister  of  that  j 
denomination.    When  or  where  he  ! 
was  approbated  to  preach,  we  can- 
not give  a  particular  account.  In 
the  year  18'»4,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Sarah  Wines,  a  member  of 
the  church  with  which  he  was  then 
connected.    Mr.  VV,'s  mind  was 
in  doubt  respecting  the  mode  of  bap- 
tism, for  some  considerable  time  ; 
but  not  being  fully  convinced  that 
believers'  baptism  alone  was  scrip- 
tural,  he  offered  up  two  of  his 
children  in  baptism,  according  to 
the  rules  of  the  church,  of  which  he 
was  then  a  member. 

In  1816,  the  Congregational 
Church  and  Society  in  Bradford, 
N  H.  gave  him  an  invitation  to  be 
their  pastor.  The  day  was  appoint- 
ed for  the  ordination  ;  the  Council 
met  at  the  appointed  time  to  exam- 
ine the  candidate;  but  without  any 
examination,  from  some  intimations 
which  they  had  received,  that  Mr. 
Wheeler's  opinions  were  not  set- 
tled on  tue  subject  of  baptism,  they 
dismissed  the  assembly,  and  retired 
to  their  own  homes.  This  excited 
in  his  mind,  a  greater  degree  of 
anxiety  respecting  the  mode  of  bap- 
tism. He  daily  searched  the  scrip- 
tures, till  he  was  fully  convinced 
of  the  command  for  baptism  of  be- 
lievers only,  and  that  by  immersion 

A  letter  from  the  Rev.  Otis  Rob- 
inson, Salisbury,  N.H.  to  a  frienvj 

in  N  ,  contains  the  following 

information  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  W.  had  peculiar  tnals  on 
the  subject  of  baptism.  For  some 
length  of  time  he  had  examined  the 
writings  at  large  on  the  sul>ject,and 
at  last  was  fully  convinced  by  the 
word  of  God,  that  infant  baptism 
could  not  be  found  in  the  Bible,  and 
tliat  believers'  baptism,  and  that  by 


immersion,  was  very  plainly  and 
clearly  suggested  in  the  scriptures 
of  divine  truth.  H;.-  Iiau  examined 
our  covenant  and  articles  of  faith, 
and  being  fuily  satisfied  with  ihem^ 
wisUed  to  unite  and  join  our  church. 
He  related  his  experience  before 
the  church  and  congregation,  to- 
gether with  his  call  to  the  ministry^ 
in  both  of  which  he  gave  entire 
satisfaction.  He  was  baptized  by 
me,  according  to  the  apostolic  prac- 
tice, on  the  2jth  of  October,  IhlT. 
The  church  then  gave  him  license 
to  preach  the  gospel  " 

Shortly  after  he  was  baptized, 
Mr.  W.  received  an  inv  itaiion  from, 
and  preached  for  a  few  months,  to 
the  Baptist  Society  in  the  town  of 
Adams.  Whilst  residing  here,  the 
church  in  Newbury,  and  Newbury- 
port,  presented  an  invitation  for 
him  to  become  their  pastor,  which  he 
accepted,  and  was  ordained  there^ 
December  9,  1818.  His  labours 
here  proved  successful,  and  about 
forty  were  added  to  the  church  dur- 
ing.his  stay  with  them.  He  gen- 
erally spent  the  morning  in  study, 
when  his  mind  was  more  free  from 
the  busy  cares  of  the  bustling  world. 
Seldom  a  day  passed  without  spend- 
ing some  part  of  it  in  visiting  the 
flock  committed  to  his  charge.  He 
ipoured  the  oil  of  consolation  into 
!  the  wounds  of  the  afflicted,  and 
I  pointed  them  to  the  Rock  that  was 
i  higher  than  they.  It  was  evidently 
his  delight  to  visit  the  sick,  and 
recommend  the  great  Physician  of 
souls,  with  that  meek  disposition, 
which  Jesus  himself  manifested 
while  on  earth.  Hence  it  was  that 
he  could  with  confidence  proclaim 
from  the  sacred  desk  to  his  breth- 
■  ren  and  sisters,  Go  thou  and  do 
likewise."  He  often  observed, that 
nolliing  afforded  him  more  satisfac- 
;  tion,  than  to  visit  the  sick,  and  hear 
them  speak  forth  the  praises  of  God. 
Often  would  he  sigh  and  sa\,  '*0 
that  ministers  and  private  Chris- 
tians would  faithfully  fulfil  their 
covenant  obligations  to  God  and  to 
I  each  other.  In  priv{ite  conferences^^ 
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perhaps  his  equal  was  seldom  found.  | 
He  was  forward  in  every  duty,  to  j 
encourage  the  strong,  ;nd  to  bear! 
the  inti'.  mities  of  the  weak.  When- , 
ever  he  iiad  occasion  to  administer  ! 
reproof,  it  was  offered  in  that  hum- j 
ble,  affectionate  manner,  that  en- 
deared him  s-ill  jnore  to  the  offen-  | 
der.  In  the  oi  dinance  of  baptism,  t 
his  soul  appeare-l  frequently  filled  | 
with  holy  delight ;  and  when  con-  j 
versing  upon  tliat  su!)ject,  his  mind  i 
often  seemed  peculiarly  elevated.  ! 

In  1819,  he  was  suddenly  seized  i 
with  an  indisposition,  which  ren-  I 
dered  him  unable  to  preach  on  the  j 
Sabbath,  and  his  life  was  despaired  j 
of  by  his  physician.    He  viewed  ! 
from  his  window,  people  going  in  j 
different  directions  to  tiie  meeting- 
house which  was  closed;  the  tears  j 
flowed  gently  down  his  cheeks,  and  , 
while  his  countenance  bespoke  a  I 
sweet  composure,  he   said  to  a 
friend,      1  have  sometimes  doubt 
ed  of  my  call  to  the  ministry,  but 
I  have  this  day  had  such  clear  man- 
ifestations of  the  love  of  Christ,and 
have  felt  the  worth  of  immortal 
souls  to  lie  so  near  my  heart,  I 
think  I  shall  never,  no,  never  more, 
doubt  but  the  Lord  has  called  me 
to  preach  his  blessed  gospel.  And 
if  I  am  ever  again  permitted  to  as 
cend  that  sacred  desk  (pointing  to 
the  meeting-house]  with  the  assist- 
ance of  that  God  m  whom  I  trust, 
I  will  be  more  faithful  to  my  fel- 
low sinners.  *'  The  Lord  was  pleas- 
ed in  a  short  time,  to  restore  him 
to  perfect  health,  to  finish  his  work. 

Before  this  illness,  and  after  his 
recovery,  he  seldom  met  with  any 
person  with  whom  he  w-as  acquaint- 
ed, without  inquiring,  if  an  oppor- 
tunity presented,  the  state  of  their 
religious  feelings.   From  the  Chris- 1 
tian  he  would  ask  the  reason  of  his  j 
hope  5  and  to  the  sinner  he  would  | 
recommend  reli2:ion  in  the  most  af-i 
fectionate  manner.    He  frequently  I 
spent  whole  days  in  visiting  from  I 
house  to  house,  conversing  with  the  j 
lively,  the  thoughtless,  and  the  gay, 
and  warning  them  of  their  danger  I 


while  out  of  Christ.  Many  who  arc 
still  engaq;ed  in  the  amusemements 
of  this  world,  can  yet  witness  that 
he  has  warned  them  most  affection- 
ately to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come. 

In  May,  1822,  Mr.  Wheeler  vis- 
ited F^astport,  and  received  an  in- 
vitation to  l)e  their  pastor.  On 
returning  to  Ni^wburyport,  he  ask- 
ed a  dis  nission  from  the  church, 
and  with  reluctance  it  was  granted. 
On  the  30th  of  June,  he  preached 
his  farewell  sermon  from  2  Thes. 
iii.  16.  "  Now  the  Lord  of  peace 
himself  give  you  peace  always  bj 
all  means  The  Lord  be  w  ith  you 
all."  It  was  a  solemn  season.  Ev- 
ery eye  in  the  large  assembly  seem- 
ed fixed  upon  him.  The  parting 
and  solemn  scene,  can  never  be 
i  erased  from  the  memory  of  the 
church.  On  pronouncing  the  sol- 
emn farewell,  he  appeared  almost 
overwhelmed  with  grief. 

July  4,  1822,  Mr.  W.  with  his 
family,  bid  adieu  to  their  friends  in 
New  buryport,  and  sailed  for  East- 
port,  where  they  safely  arrived  on 
the  inth  of  July.  Mr.  W.  contin- 
ued to  labour  among  them  in  the 
doctrines, and  to  administer  to  them 
the  sacraments  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment, until  his  death.  After  his 
removal  to  Eastport,  by  his  letters 
to  his  friends,  and  his  daily  obser- 
vations, he  appeared  deeply  impres- 
sed with  the  sentiment,  that  the 
time  of  his  departure  was  at  hand. 
The  state  of  his  mind  at  this  time, 
may  be  seen  by  the  following  ex- 
tracts from  letters  written  to  his 
friends  in  Newburyport. 

Eastport i  July  13, 1822. 

It  was  with  reluctance  that  I 
pronounced  the  sad  farewell,  and 
turned  my  back  on  a  place  so  full 
of  endearments.  If  I  ever  forget 
that  dear  church,  let  my  right  hand 
forget  her  cunning.  If  1  do  not 
remember  my  absent  brethren  and 
sisters,  and  pray  for  the  salvation 
of  their  souls,  let  my  tongue  cleave 
to  the  roof  of  my  mouth.  Nothing 
could  be  more  acceptable  to  me, 


than  the  glad  tidinjrs  of  vour 
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perity  as  a  church  and  religious  so- 
ciety. I  charge  you  and  all  the 
members  of  the  church,  to  remem- 
ber your  covenant  obligations,  and 
forsake  not  the  assembling  of  your- 
selves together  for  prayer  and  praise. 
God  can  build  you  up  in  the  gospel, 
disperse  the  dark  cloud  which  ob- 
scures your  prospects,  and  give  you 
day  for  night.  Be  united  in  feel- 
ings, in  sentiment,  and  practice; 
stand  fast  in  the  faith,  and  in  the 
liberty  wherewith  Christ  has  made 
you  free.  Be  faithful  unto  death, 
and  you  shall  receive  a  crown  of 
life.  I  think  it  improbable  that  I 
shall  see  your  faces  again  on  earth, 
but  we  shall  meet  at  the  bar  of  God. 

0  may  we  have  a  happy,  a  glorious 
interview,  ajid  be  no  more  separa- 
ted, no  more  forever!  My  affec- 
tions have  felt  a  severe  wound,  and 
jny  only  consolation  is,  that  1  have 
the  approbation  of  my  conscience, 
and  my  God.    I  have  done  what 

1  thought,  and  still  think,  was  my 
dut}'.  My  circumstances  required 
that  I  should  take  such  a  step,  how- 
ever painful  it  might  be.  I  was  not 
aware,  until  lately,  how  much  my 
affections  have  been  on  the  flock 
committed  to  my  charge.  I  have 
an  affection  for  all,  but  especially 
for  those,  whom  I  hope  the  Lord 
hath  given  nje  as  seals  to  my  min 
istry ;  some  of  whom  I  have  led 
down  the  banks  of  our  Jordan.  As 
they  have  been  buried  and  raised 
again  in  baptism,  thereby  profess- 
ing themselves  to  be  dead  to  sin 
and  the  world,  and  alive  to  God 
and  Christ,  who  was  dead,  buried, 
and  raised  again  for  their  salvation, 
so  may  they  ever  live.  O  may  God 
grant  them  grace  to  adorn  the  holy 
profession  which  they  have  made." 

In  another  letter  he  writes  as  fol- 
lows: "  I  liave  most  ardently  and 
uniformly  loved  the  dear  people  of 
my  charge,  with  ^hom  1  expected 
to  live  and  die.  Jud<ji;e  then,  what 
were  my  feelings,  on  being  con- 
strained to  give  them  the  final  adieu  I 
It  may  be  weakness  and  folly,  but 


I  own  my  heart  was  too  full,  and  I 
yielded  to  the  tender,overwhelming 
emotions.  Nor  were  these  feelings 
transient.  Not  a  day,  not  a  night 
has  since  passed,  without  renewing 
j  the  scene.  I  still  seem  to  behold 
I  a  weeping  group  of  dear  friends, 
i  extending  the  pai'ting  hand,  and 
i  exchanging  the  mournful  farewell; 
j  But  why  should  we  indulge  in 
j  gloom,  and  be  so  loth  to  part  ^  Are 
!  we  not  soon  to  meet  again  ?  If  we 
see  each  other's  faces  no  more  on 
earth,  God  grant  that  we  may  meet 
in  a  world  of  bliss,  where  parting 
sighs  aqd  tears  are  never  known* 
Let  us  then  be  patient;  the  time  is 
at  hand.  God  knows  that  it  is  good 
for  us  to  be  afflicted,  and  therefore 
conducts  us  through  inuch  tribula- 
tion. Yet  he  never  leaves,  he  nev- 
er forsakes  his  people.  I  have  ever 
considered  the  few  years  spent 
among  you,  on  many  accounts,  the 
most  pleasant  and  interesting  of  my 
past  life.  Relative  to  the  future,  I 
am  not  particularly  anxious.  Dis- 
appointments and  sorrows  have 
taught  me  the  vanity  of  human  ex- 
pectations, quieted  the  exultings 
of  youthful  hope,  and  cooled  the 
ardour  of  anxious  desire.  If  in  any 
instance  my  feeble  endeavours  have 
been  successful,  to  God  the  Saviour 
is  due  all  the  glory  and  the  praise." 

In  another  letter,  speaking  of 
Christians  being  too  much  conform- 
ed to  the  world,  he  writes  thus: 

"  What  if  the  sinful  children  of 
men  do  not  approve  of  us,  nor  of 
our  sentiments  and  practice?  Let 
it  suflice  us  that  Jesus  sees  and  ap- 
proves. John  said  unto  Christians, 
"  Marvel  not  that  the  world  hate 
you  ;"  and  Paul  declared,  that  if 
any  would  live  godly  in  Christ  Je- 
sus, they  should  suffer  persecution- 
Why  then  do  the  professed  follow- 
ers of  the  Saviour,pass  on  so  smooth- 
ly.^ Is  it  because  they  are  inclined 
to  make  the  offence  of  the  cross  to 
cease?  God  forbid  that  I  should 
glory,  save  in  him  who  was  cruci- 
fied for  a  fallen  world," 


Memoir  of  Rev, 

From  the  time  of  Mr.  Wheeler's 
removal  to  Eastport,  he  did  not  en- 
joy his  usual  degree  of  health.  He 
found  the  climate  to  be  very  differ- 
ent from  that  where  he  had  former- 
ly lived.  He  was  often  called  up- 
on to  visit  and  to  attend  meetings, 
and  consequently  was  much  expos- 
ed to  fogs,  and  to  the  inclemency 
of  the  weather.  He  was  much  en- 
gaged in  the  service  of  his  God, and 
I'elt  the  worth  of  immortal  souls  to 
lie  near  his  heart.  The  25th  of 
December,  he  was  much  indisposed, 
in  consequence  of  taking  cold,  and 
his  cough  which  had  been  trouble - 
3ome  for  some  length  of  time,  was 
considerably  increased.  Tlie  next 
day  he  was  worse,  and  evidently 
threatened  with  a  fever.  On  the 
evening,  however,  he  attended  his 
stated  lecture  at  the  meeting-house, 
and  preached  from  Prov.  xvi.  4. 
This  was  the  last  time  he  was  per- 
mitted to  preach  to  a  dying  assem- 
bly. The  next  Sabbath  morning, 
he  arose  and  attended  family  wor- 
ship, but  seemed  like  a  fainting  and 
a  dying  man.  He  found  it  a  gre^t 
self  denial  to  spend  the  Sabbath  a{ 
home;  but  I  feel  (said  he)  a  desire 
to  say,  "not  my  will  but  thine,  O 
Lord,  be  done."  For  two  weeks 
after  his  confinement,  he  expressed 
a  great  desire  to  get  well,  to  do 
something  more  for  the  honour  and 
glory  of  God.  It  often  melted  him 
into  tears,  when  he  realized  that 
he  never  more  should  preach  Jesus 
Christ  to  a  dying  world. 

About  the  tenth  of  January,  he 
was  attacked  with  a  fit  of  violent 
coughing,  and  spitting  of  blood. 
Speaking  to  a  friend,  he  said,  I 
have  had  a  foretaste  of  heaven,  and 
of  the  glories  of  the  redeemed.  God 
has  prepared  me  for  all  this:  his 
will  be  done,  and  not  mine."  From 
that  time  he  felt  that  his  hour  was 
at  hand,  and  in  this,  his  soul  tri- 
umphed in  the  hope  of  a  glorious 
immortality.  Tlie  next  morning 
he  had  another  attack  of  bleeding  \ 
at  the  lungs,  which  continued  more  | 
?r  less  wliile  he  lived.    Being  ask-  |j 
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ed  if  he  had  any  doubts  respecting 
his  future  state,  he  replied,  '*not 
the  least  1  have  tried  to  preach 
Jesus  Christ  to  the  world,  and  in 
his  hands  can  trust  my  all. "  A  few 
days  before  his  death,  after  settling 
his  temporal  concerns,  he  said  to 
his  wife,  '*  There  is  nothing  left  for 
you.  My  heart  was  pierced  through 
with  many  sorrows,  before  I  could 
give  you  and  the  dear  children  up, 
but  the  Lord's  will  be  done.  He 
will  provide  for  you,  if  you  trust 
in  him.  He  will  be  the  widow's 
God,  and  a  father  to  the  fatherless 
children.  And  now  I  have  done 
with  this  world."  After  this,  he 
Vv-as  unable  to  converse  but  very 
little.  At  six  o'clock  on  the  morn- 
ing of  January  27,  he  wished  his 
wife  to  assist  him  in  getting  into 
his  chair.  He  sat  down,  and  in- 
stantly expired  without  a  groan. 
He  was  then,  we  trust,  introduced 
into  that  world,  where  he  received 
from  the  glorious  Jesus,  the  wel- 
come, ^'  Well  done,  good  and  faith- 
ful servant,  enter  thou  into  the  joy 
of  thy  Lord."  On  Thursday,  his 
remains  were  conducted  to  the 
meeting-house,  attended  by  a  large 
assembly.  Rev.  Mr.  Buck  preach- 
ed a  very  solemn  and  aftectino-  dis- 
course from  Hebrews  iv.  9.  "There 
remaineth,  therefore,  a  rest  for  th? 
people  of  God." 


FROM  Cecil's  remains. 

How  blessed  is  the  Christian,  m. 
the  midst  of  his  greatest  troubles! 
It  is  true,  we  cannot  say  he  is  per- 
fect in  holiness ;  that  he  has  never 
any  doubts;  that  his  peace  of  mind 
is  never  interrupted;  that  he  never 
mistakes  Providence:  but,  after  all, 
his  is  a  blessed  condition;  for  he  is 
supported  under  his  trials,  and  in- 
structed by  the  discipline:  and,  as 
to  his  fears,  the  evil  under  the  ap- 
:  prehension  of  which  he  is  ready  to 
I  sink,  frequently  does  not  come,  or 
I  it  does  not  continue,  or  it  is  turned 
I  into  a  blessing,. 
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nZSXiIGZOUS  COMMUNZCATXONS. 

THE  CAUSES  OF  DECLENSION  IN  RELIGION. 


It  is  a  truth  that  ouglit  deeply  to 
atFect  every  friend  of  religion,  that 
real  Christians  are  prone  to  wan- 
der from  the  straight  path  and  nar- 
row way  of  the  gospel,  and  thereby 
injure  their  usefulness,  bring  dis- 
tress upon  themselves,  and  grieve 
their  brethren  in  the  Lord.  And 
amongst  those  who  are  in  a  meas- 
ure regular  in  their  outward  con 
duct,  there  are  some,  who  appear 
very  destitute  of  that  spiritual  life 
and  activity,  which  ought  to  dis- 
tinguish every  follower  of  Christ. 
"IVlany  causes  operate  to  produce 
this  effect;  but  tliere  are  some  of  a 
secret  and  hidden  nature,  whose 
Operation  is  slow  and  out  of  sight, 
but  certain  as  to  the  consequence. 
Of  these,  it  is  my  object  at  this 
time  to  take  some  notice.   ^  - 

1.  When  the  professor  thinks 
too  lightly  of  sinners,  and  of  the 
state  in  which  thej  are.  We  are 
not  likely  to  conceive  of  the  char- 
acters of  the  ungodly,as  being  more 
odious  in  the  siglit  of  God  than 
they  really  are ;  but  we  have  no 
reason  to  despise  their  persons  on 
that  account,  nor  feel  indifferent 
with  respect  to  their  deplorable 
condition.  We  ought  to  detest 
their  sinfulness  and  our  own  5  but 
this  may  be  done  while  we  love 
their  persons.  Are  we  better  than 
they.^  and  does  not  their  state  re 
quire  our  commiseration,  and  our 
tenderest  feelin-is  towards  them  } 
The  compassionate  Redeemer  lov- 
ed the  young  man,  who  preferred 
his  riches  to  the  enjoyments  of  re- 
ligion, and  a  treasure  in  heaven. 
And  he  represented  it  as  sinful  in 
the  pharisee  to  despise  the  publican, 
who  accompanied  him  to  the  tem 
pie.  Paul  warns  the  Roman  Chris- 
tians, not  to  boast  against  the  un- 
believing and  rejected  Jews.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  this  evil  is  not 


very  common,  but  wherever  it  ex- 
ists and  is  indulged,  it  proceeds 
from  self  complacency, is  sinful, and 
is  entirely  inconsistent  with  spirit- 
ual mindedness  and  every  Chris- 
tian grace. 

2.  A  superstitious  attachment  to 
the  doctrine  of  justification  by  faith 
without  works,  connected  with  too 
great  indifference  to  godly  obedi- 
ence, cannot  fail  to  produce  a  meas- 
ure of  heedlessness  and  want  of 
godly  zeal,  in  the  person  who  cher- 
ishes these  evils.  Justification  by 
faith  is  a  precious  truth,  but  it  may 
be  held  with  a  mixture  of  error. 
A  person  may  be  fixed  in  the  theo- 
ry of  this  doctrine,  but  may,  though 
a  real  Christian,  be  perverted  from 
its  simplicity,  may  be  led  astray  by 
vain  glory,  and  boast  of  the  stabil- 
ity of  the  truth,  but  lose  sight  of 
<tfie  purity  of  saving  faith,  and  its 
inseparable  connexion  with  watch- 
fulness and  a  holy  life.  Such  an 
one  cannot  enjoy  the  life  and  spirit 
of  religion.-  He  may  have  a  zeal 
for  his  principles,  but  not  of  a  god- 
ly sort. 

3.  To  dwell  in  an  improper  man- 
ner on  the  safety  and  the  certainty 
of  our  own  salvation,  while  seem- 
ingly forgetful  of  the  importance  of 
holiness,  will  assuredly  produce  in 
a  measure,  the  same  disagreeable 
effect.  Christians  are  very  fond  of 
listening  to  the  happy  state  of  all 
who  are  in  Christ;  and  indeed  it  is 
a  heart  cheering  thenie ;  but  when 
we  dwell  upon  it,  to  the  neglect  of 
the  nature  of  the  believer's  secu- 
rity, and  of  a  good  hope,  and  the 
indispensable  obligation  to  holiness 
of  heart  and  life,  our  zeal  and  fer- 
vency in  spiritual  life  will  be  great- 
ly impaired.  If  my  mind  be  daz- 
zled with  the  happy  state  I  view 
myself  to  be  in,  so  as  to  forget  my 
obligations  to  glorify  God  in  my 
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body,  and  in  my  spirit,  I  shall  cer- 
tainly in  too  great  a  measure,  be- 
come a  dry  tree  in  the  garden  of 
God.  Thou  standest  by  faith ; 
be  not  high  minded,  but  fear." 
''Let  him  that  thinketh  he  stand- 
eth,  take  heed  lest  he  fall." 

4.  By  dogmatically  insisting  that 
religion  is  all  of  God,  to  the  neg- 
lect of  our  obligation  to  exertion 
and  perseverance  in  the  way  of  ho- 
liness. Sometimes  the  writer  of 
this  has  heard  the  helplessness  of 
the  creature,  and  that  God  must 
do  all  for  us,  urged  in  such  a  man- 
ner, as  greatly  to  lessen  the  force 
of  every  exhortation  to  fervency  in 
the  way  of  righteousness,  in  a  man- 
ner too  much  favouring  fatalism, 
and  almost  inclining  us  to  imagine, 
that  the  soul  of  man  and  his  relig- 
ion are  but  one  piece  of  complica- 
ted machinery.  Such  a  view  of 
things,  not  only  tends  to  slothful- 
ness  in  religion,  but  actually  pro- 
duces it.  Indeed  the  subject  may 
be  zealous  in  maintaining  the  forms 
of  his  profession,  and  his  own  ten- 
ets, and  to  overpower  his  antago- 
nists with  argument ;  but  humility 
and  spirituality  are  apparently  too 
much  wanting.  The  apostle  Paul 
was  as  sensible  of  his  dependence 
on  God,  probably,  as  any  one ;  yet 
he  said,  "  I  press  toward  the  mark, 
for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of 
God  in  Christ  Jesus."  And  he 
urged  the  Philippian  brethren,  to 
work  out  their  own  salvation  upon 
this  very  consideration,  that  "  it  is 
God  that  worketh  in  you  both  to  will 
and  to  do  of  his  good  pleasure." 
-  5.  When  our  ideas  of  grace  les- 
sen our  views  of  the  malignity  of 
sin,  and  our  obligations  to  inward 
holiness  and  outward  obedience. 
It  is  thought  by  some,  that  to  urge 
upon  the  sinner  his  obligation  to 
faith  and  repentance,  and  earnestly 
to  exhort  the  Christian  to  watchful- 
ness, prayer,  and  zeal  in  the  cause 
of  God,  are  inconsistent  with  the 
idea  of  sovereign  grace,  and  the 
creature's  helplessness  and  depen- 
dence on  God  for  spiritual  life  and  j 


salvation.  If  such  be  the  state  of 
our  minds,  it  will  be  like  a  leaden 
weight  to  every  Christian  grace, 
and  to  our  activity  for  the  glory  of 
God  and  the  good  of  souls. 

Such  a  view  of  things  as  here 
represented,  is  decidedly  reproba- 
ted by  Paul,  that  great  advocate 
for  sovereign  grace.  This  apostle 
had  occasion  to  say,  "Where  sm 
abounded,  grace  did  much  more 
abound  5"  but  lest  it  should  lessen 
in  the  apprehensions  of  some,  the 
malignity  of  sin,  he  adds,  "  What 
shall  we  say  then  ?  Shall  we  con- 
tinue in  sin,  that  grace  may  abound? 
He  answers  with  detestation,  "  God 
forbid !  How  shall  we  that  are  dead 
to  sin,  live  any  longer  therein?" 
Again,  "Shall  we  sin  because  we 
are  not  under  the  law,  but  under 
grace?  God  forbid!"  The  applica- 
tion of  the  foregoing  passages  ift 
easy:  Rom.v.20,  and  vi.  1 — 15. 

6.  When  we  dwell  too  much  on 
doctrine,  to  the  neglect  of  the  heart 
and  practical  religion.  All  the  great 
truths  of  the  gospel  are  vastly  im 
portant,  and  ought  to  be  maintain- 
ed at  great  hazard  ;  but  merely  to 
speculate  or  philosophize  on  them, 
is  far  from  giving  them  their  due: 
they  ought  to  be  regarded  in  an  ex- 
perimental and  practical  light.  Di- 
vine truth  is  directed  not  only  at 
the  head,  but  at  the  heart  and  life. 
Merely  to  enlighten  the  understand- 
ing, will  not  constitute  the  Chiis- 
tian,  but  the  temper  of  the  mind  is 
essentially  to  be  regarded  in  form- 
ing that  sacred  character.  "Knowl- 
edge putteth  up,  but  charity  edi- 
fieth." 

There  is  a  perfect  consistency 
between  the  truths  of  the  gospel, 
experimental  religion,  and  practical 
holiness  Indeed,  neither  of  the 
three  can  truly  exist  in  us,  without 
the  other  two;  for  we  must  believe 
the  truth,  love  the  truth,  and  prac- 
tise the  truth,  in  order  to  be  real 
Christians.  However  well  inform- 
ed we  may  be  in  the  theory  of  the 
jj  gospel,  if  we  are  not  constant  in 
II applying  the  truth  to  the  state  of 
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our  minds  and  outward  walk,  we 
shall  not  be  very  sensibly  alive  to 
God.    However  ably  the  preacher 
may  handle  the  great  truths  already 
referred  to,  yet  if  he  neglect  to  ap- 
ply them  to  the  heart  and  life  of  the 
Christian,  and  fail  to  urge  the  im- 
portance of  exercising  the  Chris- 
tian tempers  and  devotedness  to 
God,  it  cannot  be  expected  that 
himself  or  hearers,  will  have  much 
engagedness  in  pure  and  undeliled 
religion.    Hence  there  are  some, 
who  can  speak  freely  and  fully  on 
depravity,  helplessness,  justifica- 
tion by  faith  without  woiks,  free 
grace,  divine  sovereignty,  and  per- 
severance ;  but  self  examination, 
self  denial,  and  the  indispensable 
necessity  of  godly  obedience,  are 
topics  not  so  pleasing ;  and  when 
these  are  introduced,  the  strain  of 
their  conversation  is  greatly  lower- 
ed    If  you  reprove  such,  they  will 
be  likely  to  reply,  '  I  expect  to  be 
saved  by  grace  ;  or  my  nature,  or 
old  man  is  prone  to  sin. '  ''lam 
apt  to  be  in  a  passion,'  says  one, 
with  but  little  or  no  apparent  con- 
cern about  it.    'I  am  naturally  of 
an  airy,  jesting  turn,'  says  another; 
*  and  i  cannot  make  myself  better,' 
says  a  third  :  all  which  indicates 
too  great  indifference  with  respect 
to  real  godliness.    Such  persons, 
even  supposing  them  to  be  true  be- 
lievers, cannot  be  much  engaged  in 
spiritual  life. 

Let  no  one  imagine  from  these 
remarks,  that  the  writer  is  indiffer- 
ent towards  the  great  and  all  im- 
portant articles  that  have  been  nam- 
ed in  this  essay.  No,  God  forbid  I 
They  are  his  life,  when  received  in 
their  proper  character.  He  is  fully 
persuaded,  that  nothing  as  a  mean 
will  produce  a  heavenly  temper  of 
mind  and  holy  conduct,  but  genu- 
ine faith  in  these  foundation-princi- 
ples, and  what  is  involved  in  them. 

By  mercy  and  truth  iniquity  is 
purg;ed."  And  his  soul  feelingly 
approves  of  the  words  of  the  Sav- 
iour in  his  prayer,  Sanctify  them 
through  fhy  tnith*  thy  word  is 


truth. "  It  therefore  gives  him  pdiii^ 
that  ever  these  inestimable  pearls 
should  be  applied  to  any  unhallow* 
ed  use. 

Finally,  let  us  hold  the  truth  ift 
righteousness,  and  let  us  have  re- 
spect to  all  God's  commandments; 
then  shall  we  walk  at  liberty,  en- 
joy satisfaction  in  our  own  souls, 
glorify  God,  and  be  useful  to  the 
church  and  to  the  world. 

SIMPLICITAS. 


For  the  Am.  Baptist  Mag:azine. 
JOURNEY  TO  THE  ^ALLS  OF  NIAGARA' 

LETTER  IV. 

Hamilton,  July  26,  1824. 

Dear  Sister, 

I  HAD  intended,  while  our  party 
were  enjoying  a  little  repose  in  Uti- 
ca,  to  visit  a  highly  respected  friend 
wlio  resides  in  Whitesborough,  a 
beautiful  village,  about  four  miles 
from  the  former  place.    But  some* 
unforeseen  circumstances  compell- 
ed me  to  postpone  to  a  mor€  conven- 
ient season,  a  gratification  which  I 
had  long  anticipated.    This  was  to 
me  a  source  of  peculiar  regret^  but 
it  is  best  for  us,  no  doubt,  some- 
times to  be  disappointed.    If  every 
thing  happened  according  to  our 
wishes,  we  should  cling  still  more 
closely  to  a  world,  which  already 
has  too  firm  a  hold  on  our  affections. 
This  consideration  should  reconcile 
us  to  the  unpleasant  incidents  which 
we  may  meet  with  in  the  journey 
of  life.     The  late  excellent  Mr. 
Pearce  of  Birmingham  in  England, 
when  speaking  on  one  occasion,  of 
the  nature  of  that  intercourse  which 
is  maintained  by  the  "  spirits  of  the 
just  made  perfect,"  gave  it  as  his 
opinion,  that  when  one  departed 
saint  desires  to  see  another,  they 
are  immediately  together.  There  is 
something  pleasing  in  the  thought, 
nor  is  there  any  thing  in  philoso- 
phy or  revelation,  which  forbids  us 
supposing  that  this  may  be  the  case. 
One  thing  at  least  is  certain,  if  we 
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nre  real  Christians,  we  may  look 
forward  to  a  state  of  society,  in 
whicli  we  shall  experience  the  most 
exalted  and  uninterrupted  happi- 
ness. Our  mcmients  will  not  be 
embittered  by  the  absence  of  those 
whose  company  we  love,  nor  by  the 
apprehension  that  the  most  delight- 
ful intercourse  will  be  broken  up 
by  the  necessity  of  separation. 

Perhaps  you  will  say  I  am  moral- 
izing, instead  of  fulfilling;  the  prom- 
ise which  was  made  at  the  close  of 
my  last  letter.  I  stand  corrected  : 
and  will  now  give  you  an  account 
of  our  journey  to  Hamilton,  and  of| 
the  Theological  Seminary  which  has  , 
been  established  liere.  | 

Having  procured  an  extra  carri- 1 
age,  we  left  Utica  about  10  o'clock  | 
on  Saturday  morning.    The  weath-  \ 
er  was  not  very  pleasant,  but  on  the  j 
whole  we  had  an  agreeable  ride.  | 
We  stayed  about  half  an  hour  at  j 
the  village  of  Clinton,  near  which  | 
place  is  Hamilton  College.  Our 
arrangements  would  not  allow  us 
more  time,  than  to  make  a  few  in- 
quiries concerning  the  Institution, 
and  to  gaze  at  its  building-s  from  a 
distance.    They  are  situated  about 
a  mile  west  of  the  village  on  a  high 
hill,  and  command  a  very  extensive 
prospect-    They  consist  of  an  ele- 
gant stone  edifice,  four  stories  high, 
containing  thirty-two  rooms  for  stu- 
dents; and  another  bdilding  of  three 
stories,  which  contains  a  chapel,  a 
library  room,  a  labointory,  and  a 
diniag  hdl.    This  College  was  in- 
corporated in  1812,  and  has  been 
liberally  patronized  both  by  the 
legislature,  and  by  individual?.  Be- 
sides the  President,  who  su-tains  a 
respectable  character  tor  learning 
and  piety,  there  are  three  Profes- 1 
»ors,  and  two  Tutors,  to  whom  are  ^ 
committed  the  education  of  the  stu- 1 
dents.    There  is  a  library  of  about  j 
^000  volumes:  and  we  are  told  that ! 
the  number  of  young  men  who  are  j' 
pursuing  their  studies  this  year,  is  jl 
109.    When  we  consider  that  ed-  ij 
ucation  elevates  the  moral  habits  of 
a  people,  and  that  it  is  one  of  the 
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most  effectual  means  of  perpetuat- 
ing the  blessings  of  rational  liberty, 
we  cannot  but  rejoice  that  learning 
and  science  are  so  extensively  pa- 
tronized. 

We  arrived  at  Hamilton  early  in 
the  evening,  and  received  a  very 
cordial  welcome  from  Dr.  K.  and 
Professor  H.  We  soon  found  our- 
selves at  home,  and  indeed  every 
hour  we  have  since  spent  in  the  so- 
ciety of  our  Hamilton  friends,  has 
contiibuted  to  increase  our  attach- 
ment and  respect  for  them.  This  is 
a  pleasant  town.  Besides  the  The- 
ological Institution,  there  is  a  re- 
spectable Academy,  in  v.  inch  youtli 
are  prepared  for  College.  The 
Baptist  Meetino;-house  is  a  hand- 
some frame  building  :  something 
in  the  style  of  the  Meeting-houses 
in  New-York,  and  the  congregation 
is  both  large  and  respectable.  I 
preached  twice  at  Hamilton,  and. 
once  at  Eaton,  to  a  society  of  which 
Dr.  K.  has  the  pastoral  care.  It 
was  to  me  a  laborious  day ;  but  I 
hope  that  its  services  will  not  be 
fruitless.  There  was  a  tenderness 
of  feeling  manifested,  which  en- 
courages me  to  hope  that  the  trutli 
had  its  desired  eifect. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  give  yon 
some  account  of  the  rise  and  prog- 
ress of  the  Theological  Seminary 
m  this  town.  In  doing  this,  I  shall 
avail  myself  x>f  extracts  from  a  Cir- 
cular which  was  published  by  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Bap- 
tist Education  Society  of  the  State 
of  New  York. 

"  The  Baptists  in  the  State  of 
New-York,  in  connexion  with  those 
in  the  western  part  of  Vermont^ 
have  imitated  the  laudable  exam- 
ples of  their  brethren  in  other  states, 
in  getting  up  a  charity-school, which 
is  consecrated  to  the  rising  minis- 
try. Tke  society  for  this  purpose, 
was  formed  in  Sept.  1817,and  begafi 
to  alU  rd  means  of  instruction  the 
year  following,  to  three  or  four 
young  men,  approved  and  licensed 
by  the  churches.  It  was  incorpo- 
rated in  1818:  and  in  the  opening 
IS 
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of  the  spring  of  1819,  a  seminar j 
was  established,  at  which  time  the 
number  of  beneficiaries  liad  increas- 
etl  to  about  ten  or  twelve.  i 
The  location  of  tlie  Seminary  i 
is  pennaneutly  established  at  Ham-  j 
ilton,  in  a  healthy,  flourishino;  pup-  j 
Illation,  near  the  centre  oi  Madison 
county,  and  nearly  at  an  equal  dis-  j 
tance  from  the  boundary  of  the  ; 
State  on  tne  west,  and  Connecticut  j 
river  on  the  east.  There  are  rising 
of  TOO  Baptist  churches  scattered  i 
over  this  tract  of  country,  in  whicli  i 
God  is  raising  up  many  young  men, 
for  the  service  of  the  sanctuary  ; 
thirty  five  have  been  assisted  by; 
this  Society  since  its  formation,  i 
twenty-two  of  whom  are  now  under  i 
its  uatrona^e.  The  expenses  of  the  j 
Institution  the  last  year,  including  i 
board,  tuition,  clotiung,  books, &c.  j 
amounted  to  about  S3000.  As  the  | 
school  is  enlarging,  the  expenses  I 
will  undoubtedly  be  more  the  pres- , 
ent  year.  It  is  expected  that  young  i 
men  who  liave  property,  will  defray  • 
their  own  expenses,  as  far  as  they  j 
have  the  means  of  doing  it,  beyond  I 
which  the  Society  assume  their  | 
wants.  The  board  of  tlie  students,  j 
including  lodging  and  wasiiing,  is : 
obtained  for  a  dollar  a  week.  The  i 
people  in  Hamilton,  to  fulfil  the  I 
conditions  of  the  location,  have  ] 
erected  a  very  elegant  stone  build-  ■ 
ing  for  the  Seminary,  sixty- four  by  | 
thirty  six  feet,  three  stories  his^h,  | 
which  is  to  be  finished  by  the  first 
of  May  next.*  About  twenty  thou-  i 
sand  dollars  have  been  subscribed  ! 
to  the  funds  of  the  Institution,  the  , 
most  of  which  remain  in  the  hands  \ 
of  the  donors,  subject  to  interest;!! 
an  1  with  few  exceptions  in  small  !| 
sums.  i: 
''Several  Scholarships  have  re  | 
centlv  been  endowed,  with  a  thou-  j 
«and  dollars  each.  The  interest  of  1 
each  sum  is  to  support  a  scholar ;  1 
-and  the  scholarship  is  to  bear  up  | 
the  donor's  name  forever.  Several 
other  gentlemen  have  ^iven  assur- 
ances that  they  will  do  likewise.  1 

•  The  building  ft  comiileltd.  I 


Several  honourable  bequests  have 
been  made  to  the  insiiiutiun,  by  a 
number  of  pious  persons  ;n  their  last 
will  and  testament,  uhi-.h  we  have 
no  doubt  are  approved  in  iiea\  en, and 
w  hich  they  expect  sooii  to  ratify  by 
their  own  death.  A  libraiy  is  com- 
menced on  a  liberal  scale.  The 
Institution  stands  pledged  to  the 
cause  of  our  Divine  Master,  and  to 
the  public  in  general,  to  bestow  its 
benefits  exclusively  on  those  wh© 
are  approved  and  acknowledged  in 
the  judgment  of  the  chui  clu  s,  to  be 
ministers  of  the  New  Testaujent. 

"  The  time  and  course  of  instruc- 
tion are  varied  to  the  circumstances 
of  the  students.  A  system  of  ed- 
ucation is  adopted,  embracing  the 
learned  languages,  and  some  of  the 
principal  classicks,  together  with 
Christian  Theology.  Three  years 
are  required  on  all  these  subjects, 
while  those  who  omit  the  languages 
are  retained  only  two  years.  The 
students  have  an  extensive  field  for 
the  exercise  of  their  public  gifts,  in 
destitute  churches  in  the  vicinity,  in 
which  they  are  required  to  preach 
in  rotation  every  Sabbath." 

In  the  last  Annual  Report  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  which  is  now 
in  press,  a  proof  sheet  of  which, 
however,  1  have  been  permitted  to 
see,  it  is  stated,  *'  At  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year,  the  school 
consisted  of  twenty -five,  ten  of 
whom  have  finished  their  studies, 
and  sixteen  have  been  added  dur- 
ing the  year.  The  unremitting  ap- 
plication of  the  students,  has  in 
some  instances  been  prejudicial  to 
'p.ealth;  but  their  attention  to  man- 
ual labour  has,  in  general,  afforded 
them  a  salutary  corrective  for  bod- 
ily indispositions.  By  procui  ing  a 
tew  acres  of  ground,  contiguous  to 
the  Seminary,  to  be  cultivated  by 
the  students,  your  Committee  have 
made  arrangements  for  a  suitable 
portion  of  their  time  to  be  employed 
i.'i  agriculture,  which  to  them  is  a 
source  of  sjme  pleasure  and  pr.ilit." 
,  The  building  erected  for  the  use 
of  the  students,  is  a  plain,  substan- 
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tial,  stone  edifice.     I  extremely  I 
regret  that  it  is  not  more  spacious,  ! 
because,  should  the  Institution  con- ' 
tinue  to  prosper,  of  which  there  can  j 
be  no  reasonable  doubt,  thej  will  i 
soon  be  embarrassed  for  want  of 
suitable    accommodations.  The 
Trustees,  however,  have  pursued  a 
very  commendable  course.    It  has 
been  a  principle  with  them,  not  to 
allow  their  exp<^nses  to  exceed  their 
inco»ne.    They  have  thought  that 
an  incorporate  body  could  not,  anv 
more  than  individuals,  be  justified 
in  involving  themselves  in  a  debt, 
which  they  had  no  rational  prospect 
of  extinguishing.    In  this  thev  have 
set  an  example,  which  is  undoubt- 
edly worthy  of  imitation. 

This  morning  we  visited  the  Chap- 
el, in  which  we  found  the  young 
men  belonging  to  the  Institution 
assembled.  Several  of  them  reci- 
ted pieces  of  composition,  which 
they  had  committed  to  memory. 
Some  of  them  spoke  remarkably 
well.  And  we  could  not  but  antic- 
ipate the  period,  when  with  pathos 
and  eloquence,  they  would  address 
their  fellow  beings  on  subjects  af- 
fecting their  present  and  eternal 
condition. 

At  the  close  of  this  pleasant  in- 
terview, one  of  the  party  addressed 
the  students  on  the  duty  of  uniting 
study  and  prayer  together.  They 
were  exhorted  to  study  with  as 
much  diligence,  as  though  the  ac- 
quisition of  knowledge  depended 
entirely  on  themselves,  and  then  to 
look  up  to  ''the  Father  of  lights, 
who  is  the  giver  of  every  good  and 
perfect  gift,"  as  if  they  had  done 
nothing.  A  remark  of  Watts,  in 
his  *' Improvement  of  the  Mind," 
that  "  Prayer  without  study  is  pre 
sumption,  and  study  without  praver 
is  atheism,"  was  recommended  to 
their  attention  as  a  inaxim,by  which 
their  conduct  should  be  habitually 
governed. 

A  few  hints  were  also  affection- 1' 
ately  suggested,  concerning  the  ^ 
character  which  they  should  en-' 
deavour  to  maintain  after  they  shall  ji 


have  left  the  Seminary.  They  were 
assured  that  Chri>tians  jrenerally 
would  judge  of  the  utility  of  this 
Theoloojical  Institution,   bv  tlieir 
conduct;  that  if  tliey  uave  indica- 
tions of  being  putte«l  up  ^rith  the 
knowledge  they  had  acquired,  and 
a  tritiing  and  worldly  spirit  was 
apparent  in  their  general  deport- 
ment, the  consequences  would  be 
lamentable.    The  churches  would 
come  to  the  conclusion,  that  they 
had  better  keep  their  young  men 
at  home,  than  be  at  the  expense  of 
suj.portino;  them  at  a  place,  where 
they  would  most  likely,  by  being 
lifted  up  with  pride,  fall  into  the 
snare  of  the  devil.    It  was  stated, 
that  the  indiscretion  of  some  minis- 
ters, who  had  gone  out  from  semina- 
ries of  this  kind,  had  confirmed  the 
prejudices  of  many  pious  but  unlet- 
tered people  against  them.  They 
were  therefore  urged  by  considera- 
tions of  gratitude  due  to  their  kind 
benefactors;  by  the  respect  and  af- 
fection which  they  felt  for  their  tu- 
tors; by  their  wishes  to  see  this 
Institution  flourish ;  and  by  a  con- 
I  cern  for  their  usefulness  and  repu- 
I  taHon  as  able  ministers  of  the  New 
I  Testament,  to  rlothe  tliemselves 
j  with  humility  as  a  garment,  and  to 
j  be  circumspect  in  all  their  actions, 
i  They  were  cautioned  against  that 
i  affected  display  of  learning  in  the 
'  (^ulpit,of  which  some  ministers  have 
j  been  guilty,  and  which  instead  of 
;  affording  a  proof  of  sound  learning, 
I  is  generally  to  be  regarded  as  evi- 
jdence  of  a  weak  mind.    It  was 
I  mentioned  as  a  fact,  which  I  bc- 
I  lieve  is  indisputable,  that  most  of 
I  those  who  make  a  parade  of  their 
learning,  by  suggesting  almost  eve- 
ry Sabbath  some  new  and  better 
translation  of  their  text,  are  indebt- 
ed for  all  their  critical  acumen  to 
Campbell  and  Macknight, — while 
those  who  are  profound  scholars 
are  surprised  that  we  have  such  an 
excellent  translation  of  the  Bible, 
and  despair  of  ever  seeing  a  better. 
They  are  not  willing  to  impair  the 
reverence,  or  shake  the  faith  of  the 
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unlearned  in  the  authority  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  for  the  sake  of 
making  it  understood  that  they  can 
read  Greek.  As  a  very  good  anti- 
dote against  vanity,  the  students 
were  reminded  of  the  words  of  the 
poet: 

"  A  little  knowledge  is  a  danj^fi  otis  thing, 

'*  Drink  deep,  or  taste  not  ihe  Pierian  Spring." 

After  the  above  Address,  a  prayer 
was  offered,  in  which  the  young 
men  especially,  were  commen<]ed 
to  God,  and  to  the  word  of  his  grace, 
which  is  able  to  build  them  up,  and 
to  give  them  an  inheritance  among 
them  that  are  sanctiSed. 

You  will  be  gratified  to  learn 
that  our  visit,  in  a  pecuniary  point 
of  view,  has  not  been  in  vain.  8uch 
favourable  impressions  have  been 
made  on  the  minds  of  my  tvv'o  breth- 
ren who  are  with  me,  that  1  under- 
stand each  of  them  has  given  one 
hundred  dollars,  to  aid  this  school 
of  the  prophets. 

I  may  say  with  truth,  that  our 
stay  in  this  place  has  attbrded  in- 
describable satisfaction  to  us  all. 
"VV'e  feel  an  affectionate  esteem  for 
the  brethren  who  are  stationed  in 
this  part  of  our  Lord's  vineyard  ; 
and  we  have  a  confident  persuasion, 
that  the  Institution  committed  to 
their  care,  will  be  of  immense  ad- 
vantage to  our  churches  in  the  west, 
and  to  large  portions  of  country, 
where  the  inhabitants,  as  to  moral 
and  religious  instruction, ai  e  almost 
sitting  in  darkness  and  the  shadow 
of  deatli. 

But  our  pleasure  is  mingled  with 
pain.  The  stage  is  waiting  for  us, 
and  there  is  a  mutual  expression  of 
sorrow  that  we  cannot  stay  a  little 
longer.  Should  we  never  see  these 
good  friends  again  on  earth,  I  trust 
we  shall  often  hear  of  their  judic- 
ious and  successful  efforts  in  pre- 
paring young  men  for  eminent  use- 
fulness in  the  gospel  minisiry,  and 
that  through  the  mercy  of  God,  we 
shall  at  last  meet  in  heaven. 

I  am  yours,  &c. 


From  tlie  CKiistian  Obseryer, 

ON  THE  DUTV  AND   ADVANTAGES  QiF' 
^  RELIGIOUS  INTERCOURSE. 

I  By  the  faculty  of  speech,  man  is 
I  distinguished  from  the  brute  crea- 
1  tion,  and  is  enabled  to  taste  plea- 
j  sures  of  a  higher  order  than  the 

i  gratification  of  appetite.  It  afibrds 
him  access  to  the  delights  of  social 
and  intellectual  life,  and  the  power 

!  of  joinino;  collectively  in  the  still 
imore  elevated  pleasures  of  devo- 
;  tion  ;  and  it  is  the  most  ready  me  • 
;dium  for  communicating  to  others 
I  that  knowledge  by  which  they  also 
j  may  become  acquainted  with  these 
I  blessings. 

I  But  the  gift  of  speech  is  capable 
;  of  producing  very  different  and  op- 
posite effects  to  these  ;  and  so  strong 
is  the  tendency  to  the  latter,  that 
the  tongue  is  described  by  unerring 
wisdom,  as  ''a  world  of  iniquity," 
in  which  there  is  a  fire  kindled  by 
hell,  enflamingthe  course  of  nature, 
and  defiling  the  whole  body  with 
unhallowed  desires. 

We  are  in  all  things  prone  to  of- 
fend against  the  commands  of  God  ; 
but  so  peculiarly  so  in  our  speech, 
that  we  are  taught  by  inspiration, 
that  "if  any  man  offend  not  in 
word,  the  same  is  a  perfect  man, 
able  also  to  bridle  the  whole  body." 
The  due  regulation  of  the  tongue  is 
thus  presented  to  us  as  the  last  and 
most  difficult  attainment  in  holi- 
ness. 

This  little  member  "boasteth 
great  things,"  and  operates  on  hu- 
man affairs  with  a  power  corres- 
ponding to  that  of  the  helm  in  a 
ship.    The  most  sedulous  attention, 
therefore,  should  be  paid  to  the  di- 
ji  rections  of  Scripture  for  itsgovern- 
li  ment ;  among  which  are  the  follow- 
j:  ing  most  important  injunctions. — 
j!     *'  Let  no  corrupt  communication 
|j  proceed  out  of  your  moutlijbut  that 
|i  which  is  good  to  the  use  of  edify- 

I  ing,  that  it  may  minister  grace  to 

I I  the  hearers." 

1 1       But  fornication  and  all  unclean- 

ii  uess,  let  it  not  once  be  named 
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among  you,  as  becometh  saints ;  | 
neither  filthiness,  nor  foolish  talk-  j 
ing,  nor  jesting,  which  are  notj 
convenient,  but  rather  giving  of; 
thanks.'' 

Let  your  conversation  be  al- 
ways wilh  grace,  seasoned  with 
salt,  that  it  may  minister  grace  to 
the  hearers." 

If  any  man  among  you  seemeth 
to  be  religious,  and  bridleth  not 
his  tongue,  but  deceiveth  his  own 
heart,  that  man's  religion  is  vain." 

We  have  further  the  recorded 
examples  of  eminent  persons  in 
Scripture,  relative  to  this  part  of 
Christian  duty.  Thus  David  de- 
clared :  "  I  will  take  heed  to  my 
way,  that  I  sin  not  with  my  tongue  ; 
I  will  keep  my  mouth  with  a  bridle 
while  the  wicked  is  before  me." 

And,  knowing  his  own  weakness 
to  keep  his  resolution,  he  prays  for 
Divine  assistance  :  **  Set  a  watch, 
O  Lord,  before  my  mouth  ;  keep 
the  door  of  my  lips." 

It  is  recorded  as  one  of  the  char- 
acteristics of  true  wisdom,  that 
"  the  opening  of  her  mouth  shall  be 
right  things  :"  and  the  conduct  of 
the  wise  and  foolish  is  very  strik- 
ingly contrasted,  as  follows: — 

ii'The  tongue  of  the  wise  useth 
knowledge  aright,  but  the  mouth  of 
fools  poureth  out  foolishness." 

"  Pleasant  words  are  an  honey- 
comb, sweet  to  the  soul,  and  health 
to  the  bones." 

Death  and  life  are  in  the  power 
ot  the  tongue,  and  they  that  love  it 
shall  eat  the  fruit  thereof." 

In  Heb.  xiii.  15.  we  are  exhorted 
*'to  oft'er  to  God  the  fruit  of  our 
lips,  giving  thanks  in  his  name." 
And  there  is  a  most  interesting 
promise  recorded  in  Mai.  iii.  16, 
17  :  "  Then  they  that  feared  the 
Lowl  spake  often  one  to  another  ; 
and  the  Lord  hearkened  an<l  heard 
it,  and  a  book  of  remembranre  was 
written  before  him,  for  them  tliat 
feared  the  Lord,  and  that  thouj^ht 
upon  his  name  :  and  tliey  shall  be 
mine,  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  in 
that  day  that  I  make  up  my  jewels, 


and  I  will  spare  them  as  a  man 
spareth  his  own  son  that  serveth 
him." 

But,  if  such  be  the  precepts  and 
examples  recorded  in  holy  Scrip- 
ture, relati\  e  to  ordering  our  con- 
versation aright  what  shall  we 
say  of  the  conversation  generally 


!  prevalent  even 


pi 


ofessed 


Christians  i  Is  it  such  as  Scripture 
enjoins  ?  Is  it  such  as  God  and  an 
enlightened  conscience  can  ap- 
prove ?  And  how  much  do  we  lose 
of  the  most  sublime  and  sacred 
I  pleasure,  by  our  negligence  in  at- 
I  tending  to  the  duty  of  religious 
intercourse  I  If  the  consideration 
that  "the  Lord  reigneth,"  should 
make  the  earth  glad,  and  the  multi- 
tude of  the  isles  to  rejoice  ;  every 
thing  which  tends  to  present  to  oiir 
minds  our  gracious  Heavenly  Fa- 
ther, in  the  various  dispensations 
of  his  providence,  "bringing  light 
out  of  darkness,"  and  "order  out 
of  confusion,"  making  even  the 
wrath  of  man  to  praise  him,  and 
causing  all  things  to  conspire  to  the 
accomplishment  of  his  purposes  of 
grace  in  the  establishment  of  his 
:  kingdom  in  the  hearts  of  men, 
I  should  be  considered  interesting  as 
'a  theme  for  the  conversation  of 
Christians. 

I  The  consideration  of  the  miseries 
which  sin  has  introduced  into  our 
fallen  world,  the  ettects  of  which 
its  inhabitants  so  awfully  experi- 
;  ence,  will  habitually  chastise  the 
!  giddiness  of  intemperate  mirth  in 
I  the  mind  of  the  Christian,  and  in- 
jduce  a  hallowed  tenderness  of 
I  feeling.  This  feeling,  however,  is 
;  nearly  allied  to  joys  of  the  purest 
I  and  most  elevating  nature  ;  for  the 
•  Christian,  while  he  mourns  over 
I  the  moral  wretcheduess  around 
j  him,  is  enabled  by  faith  to  antici- 
|i  pate  the  ultimate  issue  of  all  things; 
i  and  can  i>cr€eive,  amidst  the  dark  • 

I  jest  scenes,  the  harbin<iers  of  that 
ji  spiritual  renovation  which  shall  ul- 
||timately  visit  our  long  degraded 

I I  race.  Often  does  he,  in  the  secre- 
Ijsy  of  !iis  closet,  experience  a  joy 
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which  the  world  can  neither  give 
nor  take  away  :  often  too,  in  the 
solitude  of  the  scenery  of  nature, 
his  heart  is  elevated  with  grateful 
emotions  to  that  ever  present  and 
presiding  Intelligence,  who  gives 
birth  and  movement  to  all  things  ; 
and  in  the  exercise  of  filial  confi- 
dence, he  looks  up  to  Him  as  his 
reconciled  Father  and  Friend. 

But  why  should  pleasures  so  pure 
and  delightful  be  confined  to  mo 
mt'nts  of  silent  contemplation,  when 
God  has  promised  to  bless  with  his 
presence  those  who  meet  together 
m  his  name  ?  Why  should  we  so 
often  employ  the  noble  powers  of 
spe^'ch  and  intellect,  on  objects  and 
events  too  tri\ial  to  be  recorded  in 
an  ephemeral  pa2;e,  when  we  have 
subjects  of  thought  and  intercourse 
worthy  of  a  place  in  the  records  of 
immortality  ?  Why,  in  our  hours 
of  relaxation,  should  we  conjoin 
witl\  the  melody  of  music,  thoughts 
and  expressions  opposed  to  those 
which  form  the  theme  of  the  heaven- 
ly worshippers,  and  which  we  must 
unlearn  before  we  can  join  their 
company  ?  Why  should  we  not 
mjre  often,  in  social  intercourse, 
exprcis  the  feelings  of  our  hearts 
in  a  song  of  grateful  praise,  to  Him 
who  is  the  wellspring  of  our  com- 
forts— the  bond  of  our  unio>n — the 
foundation  of  our  hopes  ?  Have  we 
no  mercies  to  record  ?  no  arguments 
to  animate  each  other  to  the  con- 
tiict  with  our  spiritual  enemies  ? 

The  mind  is  formed  to  seek  en- 
joyment, and  this  is  not  to  be  found 
in  the  listlessness   of  inactivity. 
Our  blessed  Lord,  on  all  occasions, 
discovei  ed  his  knowledge  of  human 
nature,  by  his  unerring  adaptation  | 
of  his  instructions  to  its  constitu-  j 
tion ;  and  t'las  the  command,  *'not ; 
to  set  our  affection  on  things  on  \ 
the  earth,"  is  coupled  with  instruc-  i 
tions  and  motives  to  place  them  on 
things  above.    And  if  we  would 
escape  the  frivolity,  not  to  say 
scandal,    generally   prevalent  in 
conversation,  we  must  cultivate  a 
taste  for  those  sublimer  joys  of  a  i 


j  spiritual  nature  to  which  we  have 
i  easy  access,  and  for  the  enjoyment 
I  of  which  we  have  so  many  oppor- 
j  tunities.    In  proportion  as  we  ac- 
I  quire  a  relish  for  these,  shall  we 
j  disrelish  those  of  an  opposite  nature ; 
and  it  is  only  a  thoroughly  formed 
spiritual  taste  that  can  be  an  effi- 
cient safeguard  against  their  ever 
recurring  temptations. 

Among  subjects  well  adapted  to 
I  afford  interesting  topics  of  conver- 
;  sation  may  be  mentioned,  the  pro- 
I  ceedings  of  those  philanthropic  and 
I  Christian  institutions  which  are  ef- 
fecting so  many  important  chano;es 
in  the  civil,  social,  and  moral  con* 
dition  of  our  species,  changes  all 
tending  to  increase  the  happiness 
of  mankind.  Few  things  are  so 
well  calculated  to  inspire,  among 
the  young  especially,  honourable 
feelings,  and  to  lead  to  praiseworthy 
and  Christian  conduct,  as  those 
eminent  examples  of  almost  every 
variety  of  excellence  which  the 
annals  of  missionary  labour  have 
exhibited.  Those  in  whohi  the 
perusal  of  Plutarch's  Lives  could 
produce  an  unconquerable  wish  to 
serve  their  country  even  with  their 
life,  might  have  been  led,  with  tfiese 
examples  of  a  higher  order  of  excel- 
lence, to  serve  their  God  with  equal 
zeal,  though  at  the  hazard  of  every 
thing  w^hich  was  endeared  to  them 
by  earthly  associations. 

A  spirit  of  union  amoi^g  Chris- 
tians is  greatly  strengthened  by 
their  eno-asino-  in  the  social  exercis- 
es  of  devotion.  They  thus  mutu- 
ally draw  nigh  to  Him  "of  whose 
Spirit  we  liave  all  received,"  and 
the  communications  of  which  we 
may  hope  at  such  hallowed  mo- 
ments more  abundantly  to  enjoys 
communications  through  which  our 
Saviour  accomplishes  that  interest- 
ing object  of  his  intercessory  prayer, 
even  *'that  we  may  all  be  one," 
dwelling  and  increasing  in  love. 

No  Christian  can  seriously  re- 
view the  seasons  spent  in  convivial 
intercourse,  in  its  general  tenor, 
without  regret,  or  can  have  enjoy- 
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ed  the  blessedness   of  Christian  \  of  naiure  and  grace,  and  many  im- 


communion  engrafted  upon  the  de 
lightful  intercourse  of  domestic  life, 
without  being  led  to  the  conviction 
how  much  superior  are  the  latter 
enjoyments  to  the  former  ;  and  yet 
how  few  traces  of  amendment  in 
this  respect  can  we  discover?  Be- 
lieving, however,  that  with  many 
there  exists  a  latent  desire  for  an 
improved  state  of  social  intercourse 
among  Christians,  I  would  beg 
leave  to  suggest  the  following  hints, 
which  appear  to  my  mind  calculated 
to  conduce  to  its  accomplishment. 
As  the  arrangements  of  domestic 
intercourse  depend  more  immedi- 
ately upon  the  heads  of  families, 
upon  them  chiefly  must  rest  the 
accomplishment  of  the  desired  re- 
formation, and  therefore  to  them 
more  particularly  are  submitted 
the  following  suggestions. 

1st.  Habitually,  and  more  espe- 
cially, previously  to  the  reception 
of  guests,  let  prayer  be  offered  to 
God  for  the  presence  of  his  Holy 
Spirit,  to  kindle  in  their  hearts  the 
flame  of  devotion,  and  to  suggest 
and  bring  to  their  remembrance, 
thoughts  calculated  to  cheer,  ele- 
Tate,  and  purify  the  mind. 

2d.  It  is  desirable  to  read  and 
treasure  up  something  calculated 
to  afford  matter  for  interesting  and 
improving  remarks. 

3d.  Some  topic  might,  on  parti- 
cular occasions,  be  selected  for  in- 
Testigation  or  discussion,  in  the  ge- 
neral view  of  which  those  present 
"might  be  expected  to  agree,  and 
which  their  united  contributions  of 
thought  might  clear  up  and  enrich. 

4th.   It  might  be  made  a  specific 
subject  for  conversation,  whether  | 
an}"^  new  plan  of  benevolence  could 
be  devised,  or  any  additional  stimu- 
lus given  to  existing  ones. 

5th.  As  there  are  many  interest- 
thg  analogies  between  the  kingdoms 
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portant  lessons  to  be  learned  from 
the  daily  occurrences  of  life,  it  is 
of  importance  to  cultivate  a  habit 
of  quickly  perceiving,  and  with  fa- 
cility communicating,  these  lessons 
ot  heavenlv  wisdom 
6th. 

conversation  is  in  a  great  measure 
to  be  formed,  or  the  habit  to  be 
strengthened,  let  it  be  practised  in 
the  smaller  and  more  select  society 
of  those  friends  who  most  relish  it, 
by  which  means  a  capacity  and  in- 
clination to  introduce  it  more  gene- 
rally into  society  will  be  acquired. 

7th.  As  fruitfulness  in  every  spe- 
cies of  moral  excellence,  must  be 
derived  from  a  vital  union  with  our 
Redeemer,  if  we  would  shine  in  the 
beauty  of  holiness  in  the  presence 
of  our  friends,  we  must  frequently 
retire  from  the  world  to  hold  com- 
munion with  God  ;  and  then,  de- 
scending from  this  holy  mount,  we 
may  hope  in  some  degree  to  retaia 
the  heavenly  impression  in  our  in- 
tercourse with  our  fellow-creatures. 

8th.  For  Christian  friends  unit- 
ing in  the  social  circle,  to  sing  a 
psalm  or  hymn,  would  have  a  ten- 
dency to  collect  the  thoughts  to  a 
common  centre — even  that  of  infi- 
nite perfection,  the  well-spring  of 
eternal  joy  and  unitedly  to  bow- 
before  the  throne  of  God  previous- 
ly to  separating,  would  tend  to 
throw  a  hallowed  sacredness  around 
our  joys,  and  to  strengthen  all  the 
bonds  of  mutual  affection. 

Trusting  that  these  remarks  have 
I  been  written  in  the  fear  of  God, 
j  and  committing  them  to  his  bless- 
ing, ic  is  the  earnest  desire  of  the 
writer  that  those  w  ho  take  a  similar 
view  of  the  subject  would  conjoin 
their  exertions  and  prayers  in  pro-? 
moting  the  common  object. 


Y.  S. 
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BURMAH.  I 

EXTnACTS    FROM    THE   JOURNAL   OF  REV. 
JIR.   WADE,  DATED  MAY  10,  1824. 

Ordered  to  Prison. 

It  was  in  vain  to  look  for  respect  to  our 
religious  character,  in  those  who  were  des- 
titute even  of  the  common  feelings  of  hu- 
manity. Mr.  Hough  and  myself  were  ac- 
customed to  wear  hats,  and  were  therefore 
included  in  the  royal  order.  One  of  the 
king's  linguists  was  sent  to  call  us  :  Vve 
expostulated,  asked  why  we  were  called, 
seeing  we  were  teachers  of  religion,  and 
liad  never  intermeddled  with  political  af- 
fairs, &c.  &c.  He  said  it  was  their  cus- 
tom in  similar  cases  to  examine  all  f<ir- 
eigners.  We  were  called  only  for  the 
sake  of  formality  ;  no  evil  was  intended 
against  us,  nor  should  we  be  detained 
more  than  two  or  three  hours.  But  we 
liad  forebodings  of  a  severer  fate  ;  we 
parted  with  our  families,  under  t!ie  ap- 
prehension of  meeting  them  no  more  in 
this  world. 

Ineffectual  pleas  of  Mr.  Hough. 

Mr.  H.  spoke  to  the  Tykeso  concerning 
himself  and  me,  alleging  that  we  were 
Americans,  and  teachers  of  religion,  and 
that  we  had  done  nothing  worthy  of  bonds. 
— He  said  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  re- 
lease us,  though  he  was  well  aware  of  the 
truth  of  Mr.  H.'s  assertions;  but  promised 
to  represent  us  to  the  Yawhoon,  on  whose 
will  depended  life  and  death.  In  the 
mean  time,  one  of  the  sons  of  Vulcan  en- 
tered the  prison  walls,  loaded  with  chains, 
hammers,  &c.  His  appearance  seemed  j 
to  foretel  our  approaching  fate.  We  saw  I 
our  companions  in  affliction  led  forward 
one  after  another  to  the  anvil,  and  from 
thence  to  the  door  of  an  inner  apartment, 
where  they  were  thrust  into  close  confine- 
ment. We  were  allowed  to  remain  un- 
molested, until  the  pleasure  of  the  Yaw- 
hoon concerning  us  should  be  more  fully 
expressed. — All  aroAjnd  us  was  hurry  and 
'•Snfusiom  and  every  possible  preparation 


j  was  making  for  the  expected  attack.  The 
guns  were  drawn  to  the  battery,  muskets 
collected  and  examined,  together  witlj 
spears,  large  knives,  ammunition,  &c. 
which  were  piled  together  around  th6 

I  spot  where  we  lay. — In  the  course  of  the 
evening,  we  heard  the  Burmans  had  seiz- 
ed an  unfortunate  European,  who  had 
been  sent  from  the  general  with  messages 
to  the  governor  of  Rangoon.  W^e  could 
not  learn  his  fate,  but  he  was  in  all  prob- 
ability sent  to  Ava. 

Severe  treatment. 
At  length  a  Burman  came  in,  who  after 
casting  a  scowling  glance  towards  us, 
asked  who  we  were  "  The  Americart 
teachers,"  answered  a  bystander.  *'  Put 
them  with  the  other  prisoners,"  returned 
he  ;  which  was  no  sooner  said  than  done. 
Still,  however,  we  were  not  put  in  irons, 
and  therefore  yet  cherished  the  fond  hope 
of  release.  But  our  prospects  were  con- 
stantly becoming  darker.  Our  legs  were 
bound  together  with  ropes,  and  eight  or 
ten  Burmans,  armed  with  spears,  battle- 
axes,  &c.  were  placed  over  us  as  a  guard. 
An  hour  or  two  afterwards,  the  black- 
smith came  in  a  second  time,  bringing  a 
rough,  heavy  chain.  It  consisted  of  thre* 
links,  each  about  four  inches  in  length, 
and  pounded  together  so  close  as  to  com- 
pletely prevent  it  from  bending  any  more 
than  a  straight  bar  of  iron.  The  parts 
designed  to  go  round  the  ankles  were  bars 
of  iron  about  two  thirds  of  an  inch  thick, 
partially  rounded,  and  bent  together  so  as 
just  to  admit  the  ankle.  This  was  de- 
signed for  Mr.  H.  and  myself  He  Was 
first  seated,  his  leg  laid  upon  a  block,  the 
ring  placed  upon  the  ankle,  and  then 
pounded  down  close  with  heavy  blows. 
The  other  ring  was  put  upon  my  an!  e 
in  the  same  manner.  Our  situation  afi 
forded  no  convenience  for  lying  down  ; 
and  of  course  allowed  us  no  sleep,  or  even 
rest. — In  the  course  of  the  night,  the  keys 
of  our  rooms,  trunks,  &c.  were  demand- 
ed, from  which  we  naturally  inferred  an 
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intention  to  pillag«  our  houses.  They 
also  cnquirGil  very  particularly,  it' we  hail 
any  muskets  or  speare,  and  how  many  ? 
We  did  not  fear  the  loss  of  property,  but 
trembled  at  the  idea  of  Mrs.  W.  and  H. 
being  e.xposod  to  the  brutal  insults  and 
cruelties  of  unprincipled  robbers.  Mrs. 
W.  and  H.  like  ourselves,  were  unable  to 
get  any  rest,  thongh  they  were  not  partic- 
nlarly  molested  by  the  Burmans.  Moung- 
^hwa-ba,  one  of  the  native  Christians, 
spent  the  night  with  them,  and  very 
much  encouraged  them  by  his  prayers 
and  pious  conversation.  None  of  the 
other  Burman  Christians  staid  by  them. 
Approach  and  attack  of  the  British  fleet. 

The  fleet  very  early  in  the  morning  had 
got  under  weigh,  and  was  rapidly  advanc- 
ing upon  the  ^ovvn.    About  three  or  four 
thousand  armed  Burmans  were  collected 
together  in  front  of  the  town,  along  the 
shore,  to  repel  any  attack  which  might  be 
made  by  the  approaching  enemy.  The 
vrornen  and  children,  as  if  foreseeing  the 
events  of  the  day,  left  the  town,  and  fled 
to  the  jungles,  carrying  with  them  as 
large  a  portion  of  their  little  property  as 
they  were  able.    When  it  was  announced 
that  the  fleet  was  within  a  few  miles  of 
the  town,  two  other  Englishmen  chained 
together,  with  a  Greek  and  an  Armenian 
chained  in  the  same  manner,  were  added 
to  OUT  miserable  number.    Our  guard  was 
considftrably  strengthened,  and  enjoined 
strictly  to  keep  us  close  :  all  communica- 
tion with  our  serv-anta,  and  things  without, 
was  cut  off.    One  faithful  old  servant  be- 
longing to  Captain  Tench,  seized  an  op- 
portunity,   when    our  door  was  partly 
opened,  of  slipping  into  the  room  unper- 
c.«ived.    Seeing  the  situation  of  his  mas- 
ter, and  of  us  all,  he  wept  like  a  child  ; 
and  not  only  wept,  but  taking  a  large 
Durban  fi-om  his  head,  and  tearing  it  into 
fong  strips,  bound  them  round  our  ancles, 
io  prevent  our  chains  from  galling ;  which 
we  afterwards  found  of  essential  service 
lo  us.     Shortly  after,   orders  from  the 
Yawhoon    were    communicated  to  our 
guard,  through  the  grates  of  the  prison, 
viz.  that  the  instant  the  shipping  should 
epen  a  fire  upon  the  town,  they  were  to 
massacre  all  the  prisoners  without  hesita- 
tion.   This  blasted  all  our  hopes.  The 
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j  guards   immediately  began  sharpening 
their  instruments  of  death  with  brickff, 
and  brandishing  them  about  our  heads,  to 
show  with  how  much  dexterity  and  pleas- 
ure they  would  execute  their  fatal  orders. 
Upon  the  place  which  they  intended  for 
the  scene  of  butchery,  a  large  quantity  of 
sand  was  spread  to  receive  the  blood. 
Among  the  prisoners  reigned  the  gloom 
and  silence  of  death — the  vast  ocfi-an  of 
eternity  seemed  but  a  step  before  us.  Mr. 
H.  and  myself  threw  ourselves  down  upon 
a  mattress,  expecting  never  to  rise  again, 
and  calmly  waited  to  hear  the  first  guli 
that  should  be  fired  upon  the  town,  as  the 
signal  for  our  certain  death. — In  the  meat* 
time,  an  account  of  our  real  situation^ 
which  we  had  used  various  means  to  con<r 
ceal,  reached  the  ears  of  Mrs.  W.  and  H» 
Their  feelings  can  be  better  eonceive«|' 
than  expressed.    Who  can  tell  with  wha^ 
agony  of  soul  they  listened  to  hear  the 
first  gun,  the  messenger  which  would  re- 
late a  talc,  more  sad  and  awful  than  de&th 
itself  could  relate. — At  length  the  fleet 
arrived,  and  the  attack  commenced.  Tho 
first  ball  thrown  into  the  town  came  with 
a  tremendous  noise,   directly  over  our 
heads. — Our  guards,  filled  with  conster- 
nation and  amazement,  seemingly  unablft 
to  execute  their  murderous  orders,  slunk 
away  into  one  corner  of  the  prison,  where 
they  remained  perfectly   quiet  until  a 
broadside  from  the  Lift'ey,  which  made 
the  prison  shake  and  tremble  to  its  very 
foundations,    so    eft'ectually  frightened 
them,  that,  like  children,  they  cried  out 
through  fear,  and  openly  declared  their 
intention  of  breaking  open  the  door.  We 
used  every  argument  to  prevent  their  do- 
ing so,  fearing,  if  the  Burmans  should  find 
us  deserted  by  the  guard,  they  miglit  be 
induced  to  despatch  us  at  once,  to  pre- 
vent our  making  an  escape.    But  they 
felt  the  force  of  no  argmnents,  saying, 
"  The  building  will  certainly  be  down 
upon  us  :  we  must  go."  They  soon  found 
means  to  break  open  the  door :  which 
being  done,  they  all  went  out,  but  took 
the  precaution  to  secure  th-e  door  again, 
by  fastening  it  with  rattans  upon  the  out- 
sido. — We  were  now  left  alone.  About 
this  time  the  firing  ceased  upon  both  sidesj 
and  we  bfgan  to  cherish  the  fynd  hope  of 
19 
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deliverance,  inferring,  from  the  circum-  j 
stance  just  named,  that  tlie  Burmans  had 
either  surrendered  or  fled,  and  that  the 
English  troops  were  already  landing,  who 
would  shortly  appear  to  deliver  us  from 
our  dangerous  situation. 

Trying  situation  of  Mrs.  Wade  and  Mrs. 
Hough. 

Mrs.  W.  and  H.  heard  the  firing  com- 
mence, under  the  impression  that,  at  that 
moment,  the  merciless  Burmans  were  im- 
bruing their  hands  in  our  blood.  They 
also  had  much  reason  to  fear,  that  a  few 
moments  more  would  bring  them  to  the 
same  fate.  Moung-shwa-ba  stdl  remain- 
ed with  them,  declaring  that  he  would  do 
all  in  his  power  to  protect  them  and  our 
property  ;  which  he  did,  even  at  the  risk 
of  his  own  life.  He  told  them  plainly, 
that  the  Burmans  would  come  in  search 
of  them,  it  being  an  invariable  custom 
among  them,  when  they  put  a  man  to 
death  under  our  circumstances,  to  sacri- 
fice also  his  wife,  children,  and  all  his  re- 
lations, even  to  the  sixth  generation. 
Finding,  therefore,  that  they  could  not 
remain  in  the  house  with  the  least  pros- 
pect of  escape,  they  secreted  their  most 
valuable  articles  of  furniture,  and  having 
taken  a  few  clothes,  a  pillow,  and  a  Bible, 
sought  refuge  within  the  walls  of  a  Portu- 
guese church,  a  little  distance  oft'. — They 
begged  the  priest  to  open  the  doors  of  the 
church  to  them ;  but  the  holy  father  would 
not  sufter  a  place  so  sacred  to  be  polluted 
by  the  unhallowed  feet  of  heretics.  He 
drove  them  from  the  church,  from  his  ov\  n 
house,  and  even  out  of  his  verandah. — 
They  then  conceived  the  project  of  dis- 
guising themselves,  as  they  were  obliged 
to  go  out  into  the  streets,  which  were 
completely  filled  with  Burmans. — For  this 
purpose  they  obtained  clothes  of  the  ser- 
vants who  attended  them,  which  they  put 
on  over  their  own,  dressed  their  heads  in 
Burman  style,  and,  lastly,  blacked  their 
hands  and  faces.  In  this  disguise  they 
mixed  with  the  multitude,  and  passed  a- 
long  undiscovered,  while  they  frequently 
heard  Burmans  inquiring  for  the  teachers' 
wives,  which  kept  them  in  constant  fear  | 
lest  they  should  be  known.  After  going 
aome  distance,  they  came  to  the  house  of 
a  Portuguese  woman,  into  which  they  en- 


tered, and  begged  protection  but  the  un- 
feeling wretch  refused  Them,  saying,  if  she 
gave  them  protection,  she  should  endan- 
ger her  own  life.  But  beinji  entirely  ex- 
hausted with  fatigue  and  distress  of  rnind^ 
they  threw  themselves  down  upon  a  mat, 
feeling  that  they  were  unable  to  go  any 
further. 

Difficulties  of  the  Missioruiries  increase. 

Here,  therefore,  we  shall  leave  them  for 
the  present,  and  return  to  the  prison, 
where  all  had  remained  quiet  about  the. 
space  of  half  an  hour  ;  but  in  a  moment 
the  whole  scene  was  changed.  About 
fifty  armed  Burmans  came  rushing  into 
the  prison  like  madmen.  We  were  in- 
stantly seized,  dragged  out  of  the  prison, 
our  clothes  torn  from  our  bodies,  and  our 
arms  drawn  behind  us  with  cord,  so  light 
that  it  was  impossible  to  move  them.  \ 
thought  mine  would  have  been  cut  entire- 
ly to  the  bone  ;  indeed,  we  were  treated 
just  as  they  would  treat  criminals,  whom 
they  were  about  to  lead  to  the  place  of 
execution.  We  were  now  put  in  front  of 
several  armed  men,  whose  duty  it  was  to 
goad  us  along  with  the  points  or  their 
spears  ;  others  had  hold  of  the  end  of  the 
cord  which  bound  our  arms  :  they  would 
pull  us  first  this  way,  then  that,  so  that  it 
was  impossible  for  us  to  determine  in  what 
direction  they  would  have  us  go.  Some- 
times we  were  impelled  forward,  then 
drawn  backwards,  and  again  our  legs 
were  so  entangled  with  the  chains  as  to 
quite  throw  us  down  :  in  short,  they  seem- 
ed to  study  methods  of  torturing  us  ;  but 
complaints  were  quite  useless.  After 
making  an  exhibition  of  us  through  al- 
most every  street  in  the  town,  we  were 
at  length  brought  to  the  Yongdau,  or 
place  where  all  causes  are  tried,  and  sen- 
tences past ;  it  was  the  seat  of  judgment, 
but  not  of  justice.  Here  sat  the  dispenser 
of  life  and  death  ;  surrounded  by  other 
officers  of  the  town.  He  ordered  us  t© 
be  placed  before  him  in  a  kneeling  pos- 
ture, with  our  faces  to  the  ground,  to 
1  which  we  submitted  in  the  most  respect- 
i  ful  manner.  On  one  side  of  us  was  a 
! ,  noisy  rabble,  crying  out  altogether,  That 
I  dau,  that  dau,"  that  is,  Let  them  be  put  to 
j  death,  let  them  be  put  to  death.  Between 
!  us  and  the  Yawhoon  were  two  linguists. 
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kneeling,  and  with  tears  begging  mercy 
for  us.  Tlie  cries  of  the  multitude  pro- 
vailed.  The  executioner,  who  stood  on 
one  side  with  a  large  knife  in  his  hand, 
waiting  the  decision,  was  ordered  to  pro- 
ceed ;  but  just  as  he  was  lifting  the  knife 
to  strike  off  the  head  of  the  prisoner  near- 
est him,  Mr.  H.  begged  permission  to 
make  a  proposal  to  the  Yawhoon,  who 
having  beckoned  to  the  executioner  to 
desist  a  little,  demanded  what  he  had  to 
say.  The  proposal  was,  that  one  or  two 
of  the  prisoners  should  be  sent  on  board 
the  shipping,  in  which  case  he  would  at 
least  promise  that  the  firing  upon  the 
town  should  cease  directly.  But,  said 
the  Yawhoon,  Are  you  sure  of  this  ; 
will  you  positively  engage  to  make 
peace At  this  moment  a  broadside 
from  the  Liffey  occasioned  great  alarm. 
The  Yawhoon  and  other  officers  instantly 
dispersing,  sought  refuge  under  the  banks 
of  a  neighbouring  tank.  We  were  now 
permitted  once  more  to  stand  upon  our 
feet,  which  but  a  moment  ago  we  never 
expected  to  do  again.  The  firing  increas- 
ed, and  the  multitude  began  to  flee  with 
great  precipitancy.  Though  our  ankles 
were  already  miserably  galled  with  our 
chains,  the  cords  on  our  arms  intolerably 
painful,  and  destitute  of  any  clothes  ex- 
cept pantaloons,  urged  along  with  spears, 
we  were  obliged  to  keep  pace  with  those 
whom  fear  impelled  with  hasty  step. 
Having  passed  through  the  gate  of  the 
town,  they  kept  close  under  the  walls,  to 
prevent  being  cut  down  by  the  cannon 
balls,  which  were  falling  in  every  direc- 
tion around  us  :  at  length  they  bent  their 
course  towards  the  place  of  public  execu- 
tion, whither  we  supposed  they  intended 
carrying  us.  We  passed  directly  by  the 
Portuguese  woman's  house,  where  Mrs. 
W.  and  H.  had  but  a  few  moments  before 
turned  in  to  ask  protection.  They  saw 
us  as  we  passed.  They  knew  they  were 
driving  us  towards  the  place  of  execution, 
and  said  to  each  other,  That  is  the  last 
time  we  shall  ever  behold  our  husbands." 
They  thought  till  now  we  were  alreadv 
dead  ;  it  was  therefore  a  little  relief  to 
know  we  were  still  living.  Their  first 
impression,  as  they  have  since  told  me, 
was  to  follow  US;  and  share  our  fate  ;  but 


I  a  moment's  reflection  convinced  them  of 
j  the  impropriety  of  such  a  step  :  it  would 
I  make  the  parting  intolerable,  both  to  them 
■  and  us,  to  be  murdered  before  their  eyes. 
I  Fortunately  for  us,  we  did  not  know  that 
i  they  saw  us,  until  all  was  over. — Wc  soon 
i  after  found  they  did  not  design  to  carry 
us  to  the  place  of  execution  ;  for  having 
passed  by  this  spot,  they  proceeded  in  the 
direction  of  the  Great  Pagoda.  Looking 
behind,  we  saw  the  Yawhoon  and  his  offi- 
cers following  us  upon  horseback.  When 
they  had  overtaken  us,  they  alighted,  and 
j  having  seated  themselves  in  a  Zayat,  or- 
I  dered  us  to  be  placed  before  them  a  sec- 
ond time,  but  not  in  so  degrading  a  pos- 
ture as  before  ;  indeed  their  whole  treat- 
ment of  us  seemed  a  little  more  mild. 
Our  arms  were  untied,  a  little  water  was 
offered  us  to  drink,  also  a  few  plantains 
and  cheroots.  After  a  few  moments  con- 
sultation upon  the  proposal  made  by  Mr. 
H.  it  was  assented  to,  and  his  chains  were 
taken  off:  he  asked  to  have  me  sent  with 
him,  but  this  was  refused. — Mr.  H.  being 
gone,  the  remaining  prisoners  were  com- 
mitted to  the  charge  of  an  inferior  officer, 
with  strict  orders,  that  if  Mr.  H.  did  not 
succeed,  to  put  us  to  death  ;  which  also 
was  the  substance  of  tlie  message  sent  by 
the  Yawhoon  to  the  General  by  Mr.  H. 
on  whose  success  now  hung  all  our  hopes 
of  life.  The  officer  directed,  that  we 
should  be  deposited  in  a  building  stand- 
ing upon  the  base  of  the  Great  Pagoda, 
and  be  treated  hospitably  until  Mr.  H.'s 
return. — Four  of  our  number  being  quite 
exhausted  with  fatigue,  and  pain,  occa- 
j  sioned  by  the  galling  of  their  chain?; 
were  unable  to  go  any  farther,  which  the 
officer  perceiving,  allowed  them  to  remain 
in  a  building  at  the  foot  of  the  pagoda. 
The  place  in  which  we  were  now  to  be 
confined  was  a  strong  brick  building,  con- 
sisting of  four  apartments.  The  first  of 
these  was  occupied  by  large  images.  The 
second  was  a  kind  of  hall,  and  behind  this 
were  two  small  dungeons,  or  dark  gloomy 
apartments,  apparently  designed  as  repos- 
itories for  treasure. — We  were  first  con- 
fined in  the  second  of  these  apartments, 
but  shortly  after  in  one  of  the  dungeon^ 
just  mentioned.  We  found  the  place  filled 
with  Bunrian  goods  of  almost  every  d.es 
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scription  ;  there  were  no  windows,  or  1 
any  thing  else  comfortable,  and  they  gave  I 
us  nothing  to  eat  or  drink. — ^Mr.  II.  in  his 
way  to  the  shipping,  met  a  company  of 
troops  which  had  just  landed  :  he  conimii- 
Bicated  his  business  to  one  of  the  officers, 
and  related  Aviiere  and  under  what  cir- 1 
cunistances  he  had  left  us.  They  pro- 
ceeded forward  in  search  of  ua  ;  but  be- 
fore they  reached  the  spot,  v.  e  had  been 
removed,  as  before  related ;  and  tJic  Yaw- 
hoon  with  his  attendants,  being  informed 
that  a  company  of  troops  was  advancing 
upon  him,  fled  to  the  jungles. 

Females  -placed  under  the  protection  of 
the  British. 
The  same  detachment,  having  received 
some  information  from  Mr.  11.  of  Mrs.  H. 
and  W.  also  made  search  for  them.  But 
they  having  been  driven  out  of  the  house 
of  the  Portuguese  woman,  as  stated  above, 
had  at  length  taken  refuge  in  a  small 
bamboo  house,  together  with  a  number 
of  other  females,  wives  of  foreigners, 
whose  husbands  were  also  prisoners.  This 
place  merely  hid  them  from  the  eyes  of 
the  passing  multitude,  though  they  were 
in  most  imminent  danger  from  cannon 
talis,  which  were  every  moment  falling 
around  them  :  and  even  here  they  were 
sought  by  the  Burmans  ;  but  a  young  man 
who  stood  at  the  door  told  the  inquirers 
the  wives  of  the  teachers  were  not  there, 
and  that  he  knew  nothing  of  them.  Here 
ihey  remained  in  a  state  of  great  anxiety 
and  danger,  till  at  length  they  heard  the 
sound  of  the  bugle :  assured  by  this  that 
English  troops  must  be  near,  they  threw 
aside  their  Burman  costume,  and  ran  out 
to  meet  them  ;  their  hands  and  facess  still 
black,  and  their  whole  appearance  that 
of  persons  in  great  distress.  Their  first 
words  to  the  kind  officer  ■  who  took  them 
under  his  protection,  were,  Our  hus- 
bands, our  husbands  !"  "  Where  are  your 
husbands  said  the  officer.  They  could 
only  answer,  that  but  a  little  while  ago 
they  saw  us  led  by  in  chains,  and  almost 
naked,  towards  the  place  of  execution. 
He  immediately  despatched  two  or  three 
of  his  men  to  the  spot,  to  see  if  our  bod- 
ies could  be  found,  not  doubting  but  we 
had  been  put  to  death  :   they  returned 
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If  without  intelligence. — Mrs.  W.  and  H. 
were  then  conducted  into  town,  (it  being 
I  unsafe  to  spend  the  night  at  the  Mission- 
j  house,)  and  placed  under  the  protection 
I  of  Mr.  Sarkies,  whose  famih'  was  very 
I  kind,  and  used  every  possible  exertion  t« 
I  accommodate  and  console  them, 
j     Message  of  Sir  Jjrchihald  CawpbeU. 
i     Mr.  H.  delivered  his  message  from  the 
Yawhoon  to  Sir  Archibald  Campbell,  wh« 
j  said  in  answer,  "  If  the  IJurmans  shed  a 
j  drop  of  white  blood,  we  will  lay  the  whole 
I  country  in  ruins,  and  give  no  quarter. 
j  He  returned  without  delay  to  the  place 
j  where  he  had  left  the  Yawhoon,  for  the 
j  purpose  of  delivering  the  General's  an- 
I  swer :  but  not  finding  him,  he  proceeded 
I  as  far  as  the  Great  Pagoda,  where  he 
:  found  many  Burmans,  of  whom  he  en- 
!  quired  after  the  Yawhoon,  and  also  foi* 
I  the  prisoners;  but  being  unable  to  gaih 
j  any  information  of  either,  he  returned 
i  back  to  town,  where  he  found  Mrs.  H. 
and  W.  safely  protected.    It  is  very  re- 
markable, that  he  performed  this  excur- 
sion without  being  molested  by  a  single 
Buiman. — It  w-as  now  near  eight  o'clock, 
and  the  firing  from  the  shipping  still  con- 
tinuing, gave  us  reason  to  apprehend  that 
j  Mr.  H.  had  done  little  good  by  his  mes- 
i  sage  to  the  General.    We,  however,  re- 
I  mained  as  quiet  as  possible,  which  was 
!  now  our  only  hope  of  safety.  Exhausted 
I  by  hunger,  and  the  fatigues  of  the  day, 
I  we  laid  our  naked  bodies  upon  the  ground 
!  in  hopes  of  gaining  a  little  rest  ;  but  out 
j  situation  was  too  uncomfortable  to  admit 
of  sleep. — Several  times  during  the  night 
j  our  fears  were  greatly  excited  by  the  Bur- 
I  mans  ;  for  there  were  several  hundreds 
j  around  us  ;  and  it  was  almost  impossible 
I  to  stir  without  making  a  noise  w  ith  our 
!  chains  loud  enough  to  be  heard  at  a  con- 
siderable distance. 

Remarkable  deliverance. 
I2th. — Very  early  in  the  morning,  a 
party  of  Burmans  came,  evidently  with 
the  design  of  putting  us  to  death,  or  car- 
rying us  with  them  into  the  jungle,  which 
to  me  seemed  more  terrible  than  death. 
Having  entered  that  part  of  the  building 
in  which  they  had  probably  seen  us  de- 
posited on  the  preceding  evening,  and  not 
finding  us,  they  fell  into  a  great  rage,  if 
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ve  might  judge  from  their  language. 
TJiis  room  being  contiguous  to  the  place 
where  we  were,  and  the  door  not  shutting 
perfectly  tight,  they  caine  to  examine  it ; 
l^ut  finding  it  locked,  were  about  to  burst 
k  open,  when  some  person  from  the  out- 
side cried  out  that  the  B'.nglish  were  com- 
ing, by  which  they  w  ere  alarmed,  and  fled 
with  great  precij)itancy.    But  a  moment 
before,  we  said  to  ourselves,  It  is  all  over 
With  us ;    death,   or  something  worse, 
seemed  inevitable  :    but  now  the  most 
sanguine  hopes  had  succeeded  to  fear. 
All  the  Bunnans  had  fled,  and  the  En- 
glish troops  were  near  :  we  even  heard 
some  of  their  voices  distinctly  ;  but  were 
very  soon  again  plunged  from  the  pinna- 
cle of  hope  into  the  depths  of  despair. 
The  English  troops  passed  by,  and  the 
Burmans  again  took  possession  of  the 
Pagoda  ;  and  we  frequently  heard  them 
in  the  adjoining  room  :  thus     hope  and 
fear  alternate  swayed  our  breast."  At 
length  the  moment  of  deliverance  came. 
Another  party  of  troops,  headed  by  Sir 
Archibald  himself,  advanced  :   the  Bur- 
mans,  seeing  them  at  some  distance,  fired 
two  guns,  which  they  had  planted  upon 
the  Pagoda,  (which  was  the  first  intima- 
tion we  had  of  their  approach.)  These 
guns  were  no  sooner  discharged,  than  all 
the  Burmans  took  to  their  heels  as  fast  as 
possible  ;   and  about  ten  minutes  after, 
we  had  the  opportunity  and  unspeakable 
pleasure  of  discovering  to  the  troops  the 
place  of  our  confinement. — It  was  Gener- 
al Campbell,  I  believe,  who  burst  open 
our  door.    We  crawled  out  of  our  dun- 
geon naked,  dirty,  and  almost  suffocated. 
-^The  General  welcomed  us  to  his  pro- 
tection, and  ordered  our  chains  immedi- 
ately to  be  taken  oflT ;   but  they  were  so 
large  and  stiff,  that  all  attempts  were 
quite  ineffectual  :   so  that  we  were  oblig- 
ed to  walk  two  miles  into  the  town  still 
in  irons.    Clothes,  victuals,  «&c.  were  im- 
mediately given  us.    The  prisoners  who 
had  been  confined  at  the  foot  of  the  Pa- 
goda, had  been  released,  and  returned  to 
town  early  in  the  morning.    Mrs.  W.  was 
informed  that  I  was  among  the  number  ; 
but  how  great  the  disappointment  when 
she  learned,  that  instead  of  being  releas- 
ed, no  information  could  ho  given  con- 


cerning me,  or  those  with  me  ;  all  that 
they  knew  was,  they  had  been  separated 
from  us  the  night  before  :  and  indeed  Mrs. 
W.  had  no  intelligence  of  me  until  I  re- 
turned to  the  Mission-house. 

Joy  and  gratitude  on  the  Missionaries  and 
their  wives  meeting  each  other. 
I  need  not  attempt  to  describe  the  feel- 
ings produced  by  meeting  again,  after  we 
had  passed  through  so  many  and  so  great 
dangers  ;  but  at  length  we  found  ourselves 
again  all  together,  well,  and  beyond  the 
power  of  barbarous  and  unmerciful  Bur- 
mans. For  my  own  part,  I  was  rendered 
almost  delirious  by  so  sudden  a  transition 
from  the  deepest  distress  to  the  highest 
pitch  of  joy. — In  reflecting  upon  those 
scenes  of  danger  through  which  we  all 
passed,  and  the  narrow  escapes  which 
were  aflforded,  when  hope  seemed  entire- 
ly gone,  I  cannot  help  thinking,  that  our 
deliverance  was  almost  miraculous.  More 
than  once,  the  danger  which  tiireatened 
us  was  so  near,  that  I  could  only  say, 
"  Lord,  save  now,  or  we  perish."  God 
was  my  only  hope,  and  this  hope  did  not 
fail  me,  even  in  the  greatest  extremity. 
There  was  a  secret  confidence  that  God 
would,  after  all,  in  some  way  or  other, 
effect  our  deliverance,  though  every  thing 
passing  before  us  militated  against  surli  a 
hope.  Oh  how  invaluable  is  the  hope  of 
the  gospel,  which,  like  an  anchor  to  the 
soul,  sure  and  stcdfast,  enters  into  that 
which  is  within  the  veil  !  And,  standing 
upon  the  very  border  of  eternitv,  as  w<; 
viewed  ourselves,  how  insignificant  ap- 
peared all  the  objects  which  so  mucli  at- 
tract us  in  this  world  ;  how  vast  the  con- 
cerns of  a  never-ending  duration  ;  and 
how  invaluable  a  well-grounded  hope  in 
the  merits  of  Him,  whose  name  is  the 
only  one  given  under  heaven  and  among 
.  men,  whereby  we  must  bo  saved  ! 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  REV.  J.  LAW- 
SON,  TO  ONE  OF  T«E  EDITORS,  DATED 
Calcutta,  Nov.  11,  1824. 

My  dear  Broiht  r, 

I  HAVE  just  been  informed  that  a  ves- 
sel is  to  sail  for  New- York  to-morrow. 
Having  so  short  a  notici^,  my  present  conj- 
munication  must  be  short.  J  must  give 
yon  all  the  news  I  c£in  in  a  few  wo^Js. 
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We  have  not  heard  a  word  of  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Judson  ever  since  last  February. 
Report  says  at  Rangoon,  that  they  are  in 
confinement  in  Ava  but  treated  well.  You 
must  have  heard  of  the  fall  of  Ranj^oon. 
All  missionary  operations  are  necessarily  { 
suspended  in  that  quarter.  Brother  Wade  ' 
and  his  wife  have  arrived  at  Calcutta,  and  [ 
now  occupy  our  station  at  Doorgapore, 
vacated  by  Brother  Carey.  lie  is  busily 
engaged  in  preparing  a  Barman  Diction- 
ary. In  this  he  is  patronized  by  the  gov- 
ernment here,  who  have  subscribed  for  100 
copies,  at  20  Rupees  per  copy.  It  will 
be  an  invaluable  book  to  them  at  this  pe- 
riod. The  war  is  still  going  on.  In  all 
the  attacks  made  by  the  English,  they 
have  been  successful,  vAih  the  exception 
of  two  or  three  instances,  when  unfore- 
seen circumstances  occurred.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hough  are  daily  expected  in  Calcut- 
ta. A  great  battle  will,  I  suppose,  take 
place  near  Rangoon.  It  appears  that 
nearly  all  the  Burman  forces  are  pressing 
to  that  point.  I  think  they  are  nearly 
tired  of  the  work.  They  are  said  to  be 
expecting  all  the  difficulties  of  a  flimine, 
as  they  were  obliged  to  suspend  all  agri- 
cultural operations  during  the  war.  News 
arrived  last  evening,  which  it  is  supposed 
may  bring  matters  to  an  early  crisis.  It 
is  said  that  the  Emperor  of  Ava,  with  his 
queen  and  others,  have  been  murdered  by 
their  own  people.  This  is  so  likely  to  be 
the  case,  from  the  known  character  of  the 
Burman  government,  that  scarcely  any 
doubt  is  entertained  respecting  the  report. 
There  has  been  a  mutiny  in  one  of  our 
native  regiments,  but  from  the  prompt 
measures  taken  by  the  commander  in 
chief,  it  has  been  quelled.  I  am  sick  at 
heart  with  the  wars  and  rumours  of  wars 
around  us. 

I  am  your  affectionate  brotbfr, 

JOHN  LAWSON. 


r.iTR\CT  OF   A  LKTTER  FROM  MRS.  WADE, 
TO  A  LADY  IN  BOSTON,  DATED 

Bengal,  Dec.  19, 1824. 

Very  dear  Mrs.  B. 

As  our  first  packet  of  letters  was  con- 
gumed  in  the  ship  Edward  Newton,  I 


shall  return  to  the  period  we  left  you,  and 
agreeably  to  your  kind  request,  use  no 
reserve.  Although  leaving  my  native 
1  land  produced  sensations  never  to  be  ef- 
faced from  my  memory,  yet  I  bore  all 
with  more  composure  than  I  had  ever 
expected,  and  felt  willing  to  follow  Christ 
in  the  path  of  duty.  I  was  sea-sick  about 
eight  weeks,  after  which  I  enjoyed  excel- 
lent health  during  the  passage.  We  were 
allowed  every  indulgence  that  we  could 
ask  on  board  the  ship ;  and  I  trust  some  of 
the  little  meetings  we  enjoyed,  were  re- 
corded in  heaven.  All  on  board  were  at- 
tentive to  the  instructions  that  were  giv- 
en, so  that  we  hope  our  time  was  not 
spent  entirely  in  vain.  Mrs.  Judson's 
health  improved  at  sea.  She  was  indeed 
a  sister  to  us,  so  that  during  our  passage, 
we  became  very  tenderly  attached  to  her. 

After  a  pleasant  passage,  we  arrived  in 
Calcutta,  October  19th.  During  our  stay 
in  Bengal,  we  spent  most  of  our  time  at 
Serampore,  in  the  family  of  Dr.  Marsh- 
1  man,  where  we  were  treated  with  pater- 
j  nal  kindness.  After  having  learned  that 
Dr.  Price  was  still  at  Ava",  and  that  Dt. 
Judson  intended  to  join  him  immediately 
on  Mrs.  Judson's  arrival,  Mr.  Wade  felt 
decided  with  regard  to  his  duty  in  going 
to  Rangoon.  The  prospect  of  a  perma- 
nent establishment  at  Ava  was  truly 
pleasing,  yet  God  in  his  providence  saw 
fit  to  cast  a  shade  over  our  very  entrance 
upon  this  interesting  mission.  A  short 
time  before  our  arrival,  the  Burmans  at 
Chittagong  had  commenced  hostilities  up- 
on the  English,  besides  which,  the  supreme 
government  had  received  several  very  in- 
solent communications  from  his  Burman 
Majesty,  so  that  war  seemed  inevitable. 
The  kind  friends  at  Serampore  and  Cal- 
cutta thought  it  highly  presumptuous  for 
us  to  go  to  Rangoon,  until  tlie  difficulties 
should  in  some  way  or  other  become  set- 
tled. But  after  a  stay  of  four  weeks  in 
Bengal  we  obtained  a  passage,  and  in 
three  weeks  reached  the  place  of  our  des- 
tination. 

The  brethren  at  Rangoon  had  heard 
nothing  of  the  commotion  at  Chittagong, 
nnd  hoped  all  would  be  amicably  settled. 
But  if  war  was  actually  declared,  we 
thought  that  our  being  Americans,  might 
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ftecure  our  safely  among  the  Burmans.  |j 
With  these  hopes,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Judsou  j 
proceeded  to  Ava  in  just  a  week  from  our  j 
arrival.    Our  domestic  arrangements  were  ! 
Boon  made,  and  our  time  ahnost  exclu- 
sively devoted  to  the  acquisition  of  the 
language.    We  enjoyed  good  health,  and 
though  so  far  from  the  land  of  our  fathers, 
wc  felt  contented  and  happy,  and  daily 
praved  that  we  might  be  permitted  to 
spend  all  our  days  in  Burmah.    We  en- 
joyed much  with  the  Burnian  Christians, 
and  remember  our  last  communion  season 
with  them  with  peculiar  feelings.    It  was 
only  the  evening  before,  Mr.  W.  was  made 
prisoner,  and  probably  the  last  we  shall 
enjoy  with  some  of  them  until  we  meet 
in  our  Father's  kingdom. 

We  often  felt  greatly  distressed  to  see  i 
the  poor  Burmans  so  much  afraid  of  gov- 
ernment persecution,  that  they  durst  not 
examine  the  Christian  religion.  Even 
the  poor  Christians  wished,  to  have  wor- 
ship held  in  a  private  manner.  We  used 
often  to  say,  that  we  would  willingly  suf- 
fer any  thing  but  death,  if  the  English 
would  take  possession  of  Rangoon,  so  that 
the  Burmans  would  have  no  fear  of  gov- 
ernment. How  little  we  anticipated  what 
awaited  us  !  As  no  ships  arrived  from 
any  port,  we  had  no  opportunity  of  learn-  | 
ing  that  war  was  declared,  until  the  En-  j 
glish  fleet  arrived  at  the  mouth  of 
Rangoon  river,  when  the  English  resi-  1 
dents  were  immediately  made  prisoners,  j 
and  we  soon  learned  that  we  must  share  i 
the  fate  of  English  residents.  The  scene 
which  ensued  is  not  to  be  described  by 
words,  nor  even  to  be  forgotten.  But  it 
was  all  ordered  by  a  kind  indulgent  Fath- 
er, and  I  am  sure,  with  us,  you  would 
»ore  than  ever  adore  the  riches  of  divine 
grace,  could  you  know  in  what  manner 
we  were  supported  through  the  most  try- 
ing scenes.  At  one  time  I  was  in  a  small 
wood-house,  where  I  was  assured  that  the 
Burmans  were  near  in  search  of  me.  The 
balls  from  the  English  frigate  fell  thick 
around,  and  I  expected  that  the  next  mo- 
ment they  would  penetrate  the  house,  or 
that  I  should  be  dragged  forth  by  the  mer- 
ciless Burmans,  to  share  the  fate  of  my 
dear  husband,  whom  I  had  just  seen  led 
by  in  dreadful  chains,  towards  the  place 
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I  of  public  execution.  I  can  even  now 
hardly  gain  sufficient  composure  to  write, 
while  I  recall  those  dreadful  sufferingi', 
"  But  the  grace  of  God  was  sufficient  for 
me,"  and  I  felt  a  sweet  state  of  mind  in 
view  of  immediate  death  and  eternity.  I 
did  not  feel  the  least  regret  that  I  had  left 
my  happy  home,  for  this  heathen  land 
I  felt  a  pious  con6dence  that  God  in  in- 
finite wisdom  marked  our  path  for  us, 
and  that  he  owned  and  blessed  the  sacri- 
fice we  had  been  enabled  to  make.  I 
never  before  had  such  a  sense  of  my  ex- 
ceeding vileness,  as  when  I  expected  the 
next  moment  to  appear  before  a  holy 
God.  Yet  Christ  appeared  an  all-suffici- 
ent Saviour,  and  clothed  in  His  righteous- 
ness I  was  not  afraid  to  die.  It  was  in- 
deed joyful  to  feel  so  near  the  haven  of 
eternal  rest. 

We  do  not  regret  any  thing  that  we 
have  suffered,  since  there  is  now  such  a 
prospect  of  the  future  prosperity  of  the 
Mission.  Should  Rangoon  remain  in  the 
possession  of  the  English,  I  am  sure  that 
no  station  in  the  world  would  present  a 
more  inviting  prospect  to  missionaries. 
From  the  time  that  Mr.  W'ade  was  releas- 
ed from  prison,  we  remained  in  the  Mis- 
sion house,  though  at  times  it  was  con- 
sidered dangerous.  Yet  we  could  not  ob- 
tain so  much  as  one  room  in  town,  to 
which  we  might  flee  in  case  of  immediate 
danger.  All  the  dear  converts  fled  when 
their  teachers  were  made  prisoners,  ex- 
cepting Moung-Shwaba,  our  faithful^hris- 
tian  ;  and  nothing  could  be  done  in  mis- 
sion work,  as  all  around  was  a  scene  of 
blood.  Yet  we  felt  unwilling  to  leave 
the  station,  and  the  Mission  property  ex- 
posed, if  we  could  remain  with  any  de- 
gree of  safety. 

Soon  after  the  commencement  of  war, 
Mr.  Wade  and  likewise  myself  had  an  at- 
tack of  fever  which  prevailed  in  Rangoon, 
and  left  us  quite  feeble.  Besides  whicb^ 
the  market  not  being  at  all  supplied,  we 
could  obtain  scarcely  any  tlung  to  eat 
For  four  months  after  the  arrival  of  the 
troops,  we  lived  almost  entirel\-  upon  poor 
salt  beef,  rice,  and  sea-buscuit.  For  a 
month  at  a  time,  we  used  to  live  without 
tasting  any  thing  fresh,  or  getting  any 
vegetables.    We  became  very  feeble  from 
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such  a  change  of  diet,  and  were  also 
obliged  to  deny  ourselves  even  the  salt 
beef,  as  it  was  so  indigestible.  We  used 
often  to  go  to  our  table  faint  for  want  of 
dinner,  and  get  nothing  but  rice  boiled  in 
water.  I  became  so  weak  at  last,  that  I 
could  seldom  sit  up  all  day,  and  was  often 
confined  to  my  bed  for  hours  by  faintness, 
Mr.  Wade  was  but  little  better,  when  he 
was  taken  suddenly  ill.  I  never  left  his 
bed  side  for  forty-eight  hours  ;  after  which 
I  was  confined  to  my  bed  for  several 
days.  Our  kind  physicians  staid  with  us 
almost  constantly,  until  Mr.  W.'s  symp- 
"  toms  were  more  favourable.  But  by  a 
powerfiil  course  of  medicine,  he  was  soon 
reduced  very  low,  which  convinced  us  all 
that  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  leave 
Rangoon  as  soon  as  he  was  able. 

You  will  form  some  idea  of  the  distress 
fbr  fresli  provisions,  by  the  following  short 
list,  which  is  not  at  all  exaggerated  :  Eggs 
sell  at  1  dollar  50  cents  per  doz. — Fowls, 
3  and  4  dollars  each. — Butter,  1  dollar  50 
cents  per  pound. — Fresh  Beef,  1  dollar  per 
pound. — Sheep,  16  dollars  each. — Ham, 
1  dollar  50  cents  per  pound.  Other  arti- 
cles correspond,  but  were  seldona  to  be 
obtained  for  any  price. 

I  had  forgotten  to  say,  that  prior  to  Mr. 
Wade's  illness,  the  prospect  of  the  remov- 
al of  the  troops  to  Ava,  had  determined 
Mr.  Hough  as  well  as  ourselves,  to  pre- 
pare for  going  round  to  Bengal,  as  there 
would  be  nothing  to  secure  us  from  the 
Bumiens  an  hour  after  the  troops  had 
withdrawn. 

After  about  two  weeks,  Mr.  Wade  was 
so  far  recovered  as  to  be  able  to  get  on 
board  the  ship.    You  can  form  but  a  faint 
idea  of  our  feelings  upon  leaving  Rangoon, 
xo  commence  again  our  wanderings,  and 
at  a  season  too,  when  we  should  be  ex- 
posed to  violent  storms  and  much  danger.  \  \ 
We  truly  felt  that  we  had  no  home  on  | 
earth,  and  I  trust  we  were  enabled  to  look  ,  j 
to  heaven  as  our  only  resting  place.  We  , 
were  favoured  with  a  pleasant  voyage,  I  \ 
■and  again  reached  Calcutta  in  three  weeks  i : 
from  Rangoon.    Change  of  air  and  sea-j| 
iiathing,  greatly  improved  Mr.  Wade's 
liealth,  yet  he  still  suffers  in  some  degree 
-rnni  his  latP  illness.    The  voyage  quite 


restored  my  health,  which  is  generally 
very  good  in  this  climate. 

The  brethren  at  Calcutta  received  us 
with  much  kindness,  and  have  given  us  a 
house  free  of  expense,  five  miles  out  of 
town,  formerly  the  residence  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Eustace  Carey,  now  in  America.   We  live 
entirely  among  the  natives,  and  quite  in 
their  style.    The  house  is  built  of  a  coarse 
kind  of  mat,  with  Bamboo  basket  work 
for  windows,  and  a  mat  tied  up  with  tow 
strings  for  our  doors.    Every  thing  with- 
in corresponds,  yet  wo  are  quite  comforta- 
ble, and  prefer  tliis  sweet  rural  spot,  to 
any  in  Calcutta,  not  only  because  the 
country  is  favourable  to  l>ealth,but  because 
we  can  devote  all  our  time  to  Burman 
studies.    Mr.  Wade  is  now  purposing  te 
superintend  the  printing  of  a  Burman 
Vocabulary,  which  will  contain  all  the 
words  collected  by  Messrs.  Judson,  Ca- 
rey, and  Colman,  and  what  he  has  been 
able  himself  to  collect.     The  supreme 
government  of  Bengal,  have  offered  tli« 
work  so  liberal  patronage,  that  it  will  be 
printed  free  of  any  expense  to  the  Board. 
Besides,  every  rupee  received  for  the  sate 
of  the  work  will  be  sacred  to  the  Misr 
aion  fund.    Mr.  Wade  feels  confident  that 
our  beloved  President  of  the  Board,  witb 
every  member  of  that  body,  will  fully  ap- 
prove this  step.    He  is  very  happy  in  be- 
ing able  to  make  his  short  stay  in  Bengal 
useful  to  the  Board,  and  to  future  Missiona- 
ries, who  will  be  relieved  from  the  labo- 
rious task  of  copying  the  work.  Whenev- 
er Mr.  Judson  shall  finish  his  Vocabulary 
we  hope  it  will  be  more  complete  than 
this  ;  but  we  look  forward  to  that  period 
with  very  painful  feelings,  for  we  have 
much  reason  to  fear  that  it  will  never 
arrive.    We  have  not  heard  a  single  word 
from  those  dear  friends,  since  the  war 
commenced.    I  received  two  affectionate 
letters  from  Mrs.  Judson,  during  my  stay  in 
Rangoon.   She  enjoyed  very  good  health 
in  Ava.   We  suppose  that  the  troops  fi-om 
Bengal  must  be  near  the  capital  by  this 
date,  so  that  we  hope  to  have  some  intel- 
ligence within  a  few  months.  All  that  we 
can  do  is,  to  beg  that  God  will  spare  them.. 

I  trust  the  dear  churches  in  America 
and  Enirland  constantlv  remember  us  at 
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the  Oirone  of  grace.  They  can  never 
Icnow  how  our  hearts  have  been  cheered 
and  encouraged  through  all  our  trials,  to 
ireflect  that  such  a  united  cry  was  daily 
ascending  to  the  throne  of  God  in  our 
behalf  Since  my  first  arrival  in  India, 
I  have  made  the  acquisition  of  the  Bur- 
man  language  my  first  object,  and  think 
I  made  tolerable  proficiency  until  the 
war  commenced,  when  my  health  would 
not  admit  of  close  application  to  study. 
Yet  through  all  our  tuals  I  continued  to 
devote  some  part  of  my  time  to  the  lan- 
guage. Besides  my  Burman  studies,  I 
was  now  getting  a  plan  of  the  Serampore 
and  Calcutta  native  school,  which  I  think 
will  be  useful  to  me,  if  I  am  ever  able  to 
establish  any  in  Rangoon.  We  hope  to 
be  able  to  return  to  our  station  within  six 
months,  but  this  will  depend  upon  the 
situation  of  this  country.  We  do  not  feel 
at  home  nor  contented  unless  we  are 
among  the  Burmans,  and  I  am  sure  that 
our  trials  have  only  attached  our  hearts 
more  strongly  to  the  Mission.  I  anticipate 
being  again  surrounded  by  Burman  fe- 
males, and  being  engaged  in  schools  with 
more  pleasure  than  I  can  express.  Mrs. 
Colman  is  still  actively  engaged  in  native 
schools  here,  and  is  greatly  beloved.  She 
spends  two  days  in  a  week  with  us,  as  sev- 
eral of  her  schools  are  near,  and  we  truly 
love  her  as  a  sister.  We  have  spent  one 
day  with  sister  Jones,  she  has  a  pleasant 
house  and  all  that  heart  can  wish,  yet  I 
trust  her  affections  are  placed  upon  higher 
objects,  and  I  think  she  enjoys  much  of 
the  divine  presence.  When  will  you 
cheer  our  hearts  by  sending  whom  we 
have  been  expecting,  Brother  Boardman 
to  join  us. 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  REV.  J.  LAW- 
SON',  TO  OXE  OF  THE  EDITORS,  DATED 
Calcutta^  Dec.  23, 1824. 

Rev.  and  dear  Sir, 

To  this  present  day,  we  have  not  heard 
any  thing  of  our  dear  friends  at  Ava. 
Whether  in  the  land  of  the  living  or  not, 
we  cannot  say.  I  have  great  fear  on  their 
account.  If  they  are  alive,  their  safety 
must  be  entirely  ascribed  to  the  particular 
care  of  Divine  Providence  ;  for  through- 
out the  war,  the  Burmese  government  has  i 
May,  1825. 


Ij  proved  itself  to  be  the  most  cruel  and 
bloody  in  all  the  world.  Mercy  is  not 
known  in  the  country.  Our  troops  have 
taken  Mergue,  Tavoy,  and  Marabar,  be- 
sides Rangoon,  and  yet  they  seem  deter- 
mined to  resist.  They  are  in  a  state  of 
ferocious  infatuation.  Our  troops  are  now 
in  great  force  at  Chittagong  and  Silhet, 
on  the  eve  of  marching  towards  Ava, 
The  report  respecting  the  murder  of  the 
king  and  queen  seems  to  be  authentic, 
although  no  offic  ial  intelligence  has  been 
received.  In  fact,  no  official  news  can 
be  obtained  from  the  court  of  Ava.  Mr., 
and  IHrs.  Hough  are  at  Serampore.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wade  are  at  our  station  at  Doo 
gapore.  They  will  inform  you  of  ever^ 
thing  respecting  themselves.  It  was  us^ 
less  to  attempt  to  stay  at  Rangoon. 
I  am  yours  aff  cu(inat»  iy, 

JOHN  LAWSON. 


VALLEY  TOWN'S. 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  REV.  EVArt 
JONES,  TO  THE  CORRESPONDING  SECRE- 
TARY OF  THE  BAPTIST  -BOARD  OF  FOR- 
EIGN MISSIONS. 

ydley  ToTvns,  Dec.  2,  1824. 

Rf'V.  and  dear  Sir, 

We  have  nothing  very  important  to 
communicate  this  month  respecting  the 
internal  affairs  of  the  Mission.  The 
school,  &c.  is  much  in  the  same  state  as 
it  has  been  for  some  time  past. 

I  have  just  returned  from  Augusta, 
where  I  received  for  the  use  of  the  Sta- 
tion, thirteen  boxes  and  one  bundle,  from 
various  friends  in  the  north.  As  some  of 
them  have  been  a  long  time  on  the  road, 
1  hasten  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
them  at  Augusta,  to  satisfy  the  minds  of 
the  kind  donors,  who  may  probably  feel 
concerned  for  the  safety  of  some  of  them. 

1  Box  from  Southbridge.  Mass.  Letter 
dated  Sept.  4,  1823,  signed  Rev.  G.  Angel. 

1  Box  from  Spencer  Baptist  Female 
Benevolent  Society,  Oct.  4,  1S23,  Rev, 
Abiel  Fisher. 

1  Box  from  Bellingham,  Mass.  Aug.  19, 
1823.  Betsey  Fisher,  President,  Elvira 
Spear,  Secretary. 

1  Box  from  Woodstock  Baptist  Female 
Mite  Society,  Sept,  27,  1323.  Eliza  Esta- 
brooks.  Secretary. 

1  Box  from  Female  friends  in  Wards-, 
i  boro,  Vt.  by  Abigail  Gould,  letter  dated 
Leverett,  Oct.  30,  1823. 

1  Box  from  Cambridge,  Mass..  Oct.  % 
lb23,  Sarah  Jacobs. 
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1  Box  from  Templeton,  Mass.  Oct.  20, 
1823,  Eliza  Phippen,  Secretary. 

1  Box  from  Pomfret  Baptist  Female 
Mite  Society,  Sept.  21,  1823,  Benjamin 
Longdon. 

1  Box  from  Female  Benevolent  Socie- 
ty, of  Kingsbury  and  Hartford,  N.  Y. 
Letter  dated  Sandy  Hill,  Nov.  5,  1823. 
Hannah  Slade,  Secretary,  Lucina  How- 
ley,  Treasurer. 

1  Box  from  Savannah,  forwarded  to 
brother  Brantly  by  brother  Penlield. 

1  Box  from  Female  Missionary  Society, 
Baltimore. 

1  small  box  of  homespun.  Females  in 
the  Gilgal  Baptist  Church,  Edgefield, 
South  Carolina. 

A  bag  containing  a  considerable  quan- 
tity of  homespun,  left  with  Messrs.  R.  B. 
Duncan  &  Co.  Augusta,  from  some  un- 
known friends  in  South  Carolina. 

As  soon  as  the  goods  arrive,  I  shall 
write  to  each  Society  separately.  In  the 
mean  time  we  present  our  thanks,  and 
those  of  the  little  Cherokees  under  our 
care,  to  our  kind  friends  who  have  thus 
liberally  contributed  towards  their  sup- 
port. And  we  pray  that  our  friends  may 
at  last  hear,  with  unspeakable  joy,  the 
acknowledgment  of  the  Saviour,  "•  Inas- 
much as  ye  have  done  it  unto  the  least  of 
these  my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto 
me." 

On  my  way  home  from  Augusta,  a  few 
friends  at  a  little  church  called  Union, 
Lincoln  county,  Ga.  presented  me  with 
$9  62^  for  the'  use  of  the  mission.  The 
Lord  seems  to  be  visiting  this  little  church 
with  his  gracious  presence.  Many  in  the 
congregation  appeared  to  be  hungering 
after  the  bread  of  life,  and  to  be  aifected 
under  the  influence  of  the  word. 


Valletj  Towns,  Jan.  7,  182.5. 

Rev.  and  dear  Sir, 

In  compliance  with  the  instructions  of 
the  Board,  I  beg  leave  to  say,  that  the 
business  of  the  mission  has  gone  on  dur- 
ing the  past  month  in  the  regular  course. 

I  feel  happy  to  be  able  to  say  that  a 
growing  seriousness  appears  to  prevail 
among  some  of  the  pupils,  particularly 
the  girls.  In  two  or  three  instances,  I 
trust  a  work  of  grace  has  been  commen- 
ced in  their  hearts.  Several  of  the  little 
girls  are  in  the  habit  of  retiring  frequent- 
ly, two  or  three  together,  into  secret  pla- 
ces for  prayer.  This  pleasing  v/ork  orig- 
inated in  a  Catechism  class,  which  meets 
two  evenings  in  the  week  to  recite  por- 
tions of  Dr.  Baldwin's  catechism,  which 
they  commit  to  memory  at  spare  hours. 
In  this  exercise,  we  endeavour  to  make 
the  doctrines  and  duties  which  come 
under  consideration  as  plain  as  possible, 
and  to  apply  them  to  their  consciences.  I 
trust  the  Lord  himself  will  crown  these 


feeble  efforts  with  his  blessing.  Last 
night,  three  of  these  little  girls  appeared 
overwhelmed  with  grief  on  account  of 
sin,  and  two  of  them  appeared  to  have  a 
scriptural  view  of  the  hatefulness  of  sin  in 
the  eyes  of  a  pure  and  holy  God,  and  of 
the  amazing  compassion  of  the  Saviour 
in  giving  himself  for  sinners.  I  always 
feel  a  fear  of  being  too  sanguine  :  but  I 
do  really  trust  the  Lord  is  instructing 
these  lambs  to  know  their  Shepherd's 
voice. 

The  Cherckees  appear  to  have  set  their 
minds  in  earnest  on  improvement.  In 
temporal  things,  this  is  becoming  more 
manifest  every  day. 

EVAN  JONES. 


MISSION  AT  TONNAWANDA. 

The  Gennessee  Baptist  Missionary  So- 
ciety, deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  of 
the  deplorable  moral  and  political  condi- 
tion of  a  small  remnant  of  the  Seneca 
Indians,  who  reside  at  Tonnawanda,  in 
the  State  of  New-York,  have  instituted  a 
missionary  establishment  in  sight  of  that 
village,  on  lands  belonging  to  the  Holland 
Purchase  Company,  for  the  purpose  of 
assisting  those  Indians  in  agricultural  and 
mechanical  pursuits,  and  of  instructing 
them  in  the  duties  which  are  enjoined  in 
the  word  of  God.  The  Society  made 
choice  of  a  situation  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  village,  in  order  to  avoid  the  suspi- 
cion of  a  desire,  on  their  part,  to  obtain 
any  of  the  lands  belonging  to  the  tribe,  of 
which  intention  the  Indians  strongly  sus- 
pect the  whites.  During  the  past  season, 
the  agents  of  the  Society  have  distributed 
a  quantity  of  seed  wheat  among  the  In- 
dians, of  which  one  Christian  chief  has 
sowed  eight  bushels.  In  the  course  of 
the  year,  fifteen  children  have  been  sup- 
ported and  instructed  at  the  statfon  ;  and 
besides  these,  a  number  of  children  have 
attended  at  the  school  occasionally  for 
instruction.  Next  year  the  Society  will 
have  at  least  twenty  children  under  its 
care,  constantly,  who  are  to  be  fed  and 
clothed  by  the  bounty  of  the  Christian 
public.  We  hope  the  resources  of  the 
Society  may  be  abundant,  and  that  great 
success  may  attend  its  efforts. 

The  following  extract  of  a  letter  from 
one  of  the  officers  of  the  Society,  contains 
the  latest  information  we  have  been  fa- 
voured with  from  the  station.  The  letter 
is  dated  January  3,  1825. 

'■I  would  observe  that  %ve  have  now 
got  the  buildings  for  the  teacher  and  schol- 
ars fitted  up  at  Tonnawanda.  I  have  just 
returned  from  that  place.  I  have  spent 
three  Sabbaths  with  them  since  the  meet- 
ing of  our  Association.  Not  less  than 
eight  of  the  Christian  party,  who  are 
heads  of  families,  appear  to  be  seriousl5r 
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eu^a^ed  about  their  souls.  Four  or  five 
of  them  give  pretty  good  evidences  of  a 
moral  change.  I  have  had  several  con- 
ferences with  them.  They  are  now  trying 
to  ascertain  the  difference  between  a  nom- 
inal and  real  Christian.  Brother  Bingham 
meets  with  them  every  Sabbath  for  wor- 
ship. Everv  thing  relative  to  the  under- 
taking appears  quite  favourable.  The 
opposition  of  the  pagan  party  has  ceased 
in  a  great  measure;  indeed  we  hear  of 
none  lately.  We  have  received  twenty 
scholars,  which  we  are  afraid  is  a  greater 
number  than  we  can  support.  We  did 
not  calculate  at  present  to  take  more  than 
twelve  or  fourteen  ;  but  several  children 
of  the  pagan  party  were  sent  to  us,  and 
wo  could  not  reject  them. 

"  We  find  our  expenses  are  much  great- 
er than  we  had  anticipated.  We  in 
reality  want  $1000  per  annum  for  this 
station.  We  are  now  considerably  in 
debt,  for  putting  up  buildings,  furnishing 
cooking  utensils,  &c.  «fcc.  After  these 
expenses  are  defrayed,  our  bills  will  be 
much  less — that  is,  with  respect  to  the 
schools.  We  shall  want  money  to  assist 
the  Indians  some  in  implements  of  hus- 
bandry, sheep,  and  other  stock,  and  to 
erect  a  building  for  a  blacksmith,  shoe- 
maker, &c  The  children  have  as  yet 
been  alra^ost  clothed  by  begging,  dona- 
tions from  individuals,  and  by  contribu- 
tions from  Female  Societies.  We  have 
been  as  frugal  and  economical  as  possible.' 

The  station  is  under  the  superintend- 
ence of  Mr.  Abel  Bingham,  who  is  as- 
sisted in  the  school  by  his  wife  and  Miss 
Sophronia  Lyncoln. 


BAPTIST  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY 
OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

EXTRACT   OF  A    LETTER   FROM  REV.  J.  M. 
PECK,  TO  THE   CORRESPONDING  SECR'y. 

St.  Louis,  Feb.  8,  1825. 

Rev.  and  dear  Brother, 

It  was  while  travelling  in  the  service 
of  the  Bible  Society,  last  June,  and  while 
passing  through  a  thinly  inhabited  country 
in  Jackson  county,  about  thirty  miles 
south-east  from  Kaskaskia,  that  I  called 
at  the  cabin  of  Mr.  B,  for  directions  as  to 
the  road.  Introducing  religious  conversa- 
tion, as  is  my  custom  on  such  occasions, 
I  found  the  woman  to  be  a  Baptist  profes- 
sor, who  had  lived  fourteen  years  without 
the  enjoyment  of  public  worship,  eight  of 
which  has  been  spent  in  this  wilderness, 
insulated  from  all  Christian  society.  Dur- 
ing the  whole  of  this  period,  she  has  heard 
preaching  only  four  times.  When  I  told 
her  my  profession,  she  was  too  much  af- 
fected with  weeping  to  speak  for  some 
minutCB.    She  then  related  the  distresses 


and  trials  under  which  her  soul  had  long 
laboured  in  this  desolate  condition.  She 
could  read  a  little,  by  spelling  the  words 
in  her  Testament  and  hymn  book,  and  this 
was  all  the  means  of  religious  instruction 
and  hope  she  enjoyed.  Her  children  were 
growing  up  in  entire  ignorance,  and  this 
greatly    multiplied   her   sorrows.  She 
would  give  all  she  possessed,  she  said, 
nay,  all  the  world  if  she  had  it,  to  bo  re- 
in.stated  in  possession  of  the  privileges 
she  once  enjoyed.    It  may  be  asked,  whj 
did  not  this  woman  return  to  the  Caroli- 
nas,  from  whence  she  had  emigrated,  or 
to  some  more  favoured  settlement  ?  It 
will  be  recollected  that  she  is  a  female, 
the  mother  of  a  large  family,  and  the  wife 
of  her  husband,  to  whom  she  must  submit, 
and  he  has  chosen  his  residence  here  for 
the  advantage  of  raising  stock,  has  im- 
proved a  plantation,  and  is  determined  to 
remain.    After  prayer  and  such  words  of 
consolation  as  the  few  minutes  time  I  had 
to  spare  permitted,  I  departed,  being  fa- 
voured with  her  fervent  benedictions.  I 
mention  not  this  case  as  a  singular  one, 
for  it  is  common  for  me  to  witness  such 
scenes  of  spiritual  distress  and  depriva- 
tion.   But  could  I  express  the  real  feel- 
ings, and  simple  but  energetic  cry  of  this 
female  who  is  far  away  from  the  ordinan- 
ces of  the  gospel ;  could  I  lay  all  her 
woes  and  all  her  secret  sighs  before  the 
opposer  of  Missions,  I  would  say  to  him, 
"  Here  is  an  instance  of  your  criminal 
opposition.    You  would  tear  from  the 
bleeding  bosom  of  this  lamb  of  Christ,  all 
the  comfort  she  has  enjoyed  during  eight 
years  of  wearisome  pilgrimage,  in  the 
visits,  prayers,  and  spiritual  consolation 
imparted  by  the  missionary.    You  would 
wrest  from  her  the  last  hope  of  benefit  to 
her  children  from  the  pious  exhortations 
of  some  missionary,  who  in  his  excur- 
sions, might  alight  at  her  cabin,  bearing 
the  message  of  redeeming  love  to  its  in- 
mates."   These  were  my  reflections  as  I 
mounted  my  horse  in  a  show  er  of  rain,  to 
find  my  way  through  an  almost  trackless 
desert. 

Since  my  last  communication,  which 
was  confined  chiefly  to  Sabbath  school 
concerns,  I  have  spent  my  time  in  travel- 
ling, preaching,  and  other  missionary  la- 
bour. During  this  period,  I  have  visited 
Vandalia  in  Illinois,  and  St.  Charles  iij 
Missouri,  while  the  legislatures  of  the  two 
states  were  in  session.  My  object  in  this, 
chiefly,  was  to  enlist  influential  gentle- 
men of  each  state,  in  the  Sunday  school 
cause.  Opportunities  were  repeatedly  im- 
proved at  each  place  for  preaching  during 
my  stay,  and  at  St.  Charles  I  received 
from  the  members  of  the  legislature,  a 
pressing  request  to  print  a  discourse  1 
hastily  formed  for  a  New  Year's  occasion. 
This  has  been  done,  and  a  copy  forward- 
ed to  the  Secretary.  The  last  Sabbath  in 
January,  I  spent  in  visiting  and  preaching; 
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to  Sabbath  ?ohools,  with  apparently  good 
effects.  Although  not  directly  the  fruit  of 
my  labours,  yet  it  is  pleasing  to  state, 
that  there  are  very  encouraging  appear- 
ances in  the  two  settlemeuts  in  St.  Clair 
County.  Several  persons  have  declared 
what  the  Lord  has  done  for  their  souls, 
while  others  put  foith  the  anxious  inquiry. 
Amongst  the  blacivs  in  St.  Louis,  the  se- 
riousness continues.  Eight  or  ten  are 
usually  found  to  be  concerned  for  their 
souls  at  ever}-  meeting. 

By  economising  my  time,  and  hiring  a 
person  to  attend  to  my  domestic  concerns. 
I  havo  been  enabled  to  perform  more  ser- 
vice for  your  Society  than  I  Hnticipated 
last  Spring;  whether  to  any  effectual  pur- 
pose, a  future  day  must  determine.  I 
have  lately  received  an  agency  for  six 
months,  from  the  American  Bible  Society, 
in  which  I  am  about  to  engage.  Part  of 
the  Spring  months,  however,  I  shall  em- 
ploy in  extending  the  Sunday  school  op- 
orations  now  begim.  A  meeting  is  al- 
ready appointed  in  St.  Louis,  the  first 
Sabbath  in  March,  to  form  a  General 
Sunday  School  Union  for  Missouri  and 
Illinois,  which  I  am  extremely  anxious  to 
see  carried  into  effect.  Should  the  smiles 
of  a  gracious  Providence  be  continued, 
I  hope  to  see  the  Bible  and  Sunday  School 
plans  brought  into  extensive  and  syste- 
matic operation  before  the  close  of  1825  ; 
and  possibly  things  may  be  so  ordered  by 
the  Parent  of  mercies,  that  I  may  be  pres- 


I  ent  at  the  annual  meeting  of  your  Mi«-' 
jl  sionary  Society  in  the  Spring  of  1.^26. 

;|  Whether  the  Tru-stees  will  deem  it  ex- 
\  \  pedient  to  continue  their  patronage  for  a 
ji  moiety  of  the  time  the  ensuing  year,  1 
|{  know  not,  nor  am  I  very  anxious.  It  i» 
'!  from  the  patronage  of  the  Massachusetts 

I I  Baptist  Missionary  Society,  under  the 
;;  blessing  of  God,  that  I  have  been  enabled! 
iito  do  the  little  good  which  I  trust  has 
jl  been  the  result  of  my  attempts  to  labour 
I  for  God  these  three  years  past  ;  and  the 

same  attempts  will  be  continued  I  hope 
during  life,  as  circumstances  may  offer. 
Still  I  would  have  it  understood,  if  anoth- 
er labourer  can  be  sent  into  this  field 
where  so  much  remains  to  be  done,  I 
would  cheerfully  resign  all  claims  to  the 
liberality  of  the  Society,  and  turn  my  at- 
tention some  other  way  for  a  temporal 
support.  I  have  more  than  once  thought  of 
recommending  one  or  two  useful  preach- 
ers here,  for  the  Society's  patronage,  and 

believe  I  did  mention  a  brother  W  

to  that  effect,   who  is  a  worthy  man. 

There  is  a  brother  H         now  travelling 

in  the  destitute  regions  of  Missouri,  over 
which  I  used  to  roam  more  than  two 
years  since ;  and  all  he  receives  is  some 
trifling  pittance  that  my  scanty  means 
will  furnish. 

I  remain  your  unworthy  Missionary, 

J.  M.  PECK 

Rev.  Daniel  Sharp,  Sec'ry. 
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MASSACHUSETTS   STATE  CONVE.NTION. 

After  waiting  for  several  months,  and 
with  considerable  impatience,  v.  c  have  at 
last  received  the  Minutes  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts State  Convention.  It  is  an  inter- 
esw  .g  pamphlet,  and  gives  a  brief  but 
com]  r-  hensive  \\ew  ol'  the  state  of  the 
Bap*is;  denomination  throughout  this 
r  r  nwealth.  We  hope  \X  will  soon 
be  in  the  hands  of  all  our  readers.  As, 
hov,ever,  those  at  a  distance  may  not 
obtain  it  immediately,  we  have  prepar- 
ed the  following  abstract  of  its  con- 
tents. 

The  first  eight  pages  contain  the  Con- 
stitution and  the  proceedings  of  the  first 
meeting,  which  was  held  in  Boston,  Nov. 
In  and  11,  1825.  As  these  have  been 
previously  noticed  in  our  pages,  we  shall 
not  insert  them.  The  next  article  is  a 
valuable  statistical  table  of  the  Baptist 
churches  in  Massachusetts.  This  alone 
occupies  seven  pages.  It  gives  the  name 
of  each  church,  with  that  of  its  pastor, 


and  also  its  present  number,  and  the  alter- 
ations during  the  past  year,  compiled  from 
its  minutes.  From  this  Table  we  have 
made  the  following  abstract : 

There  are  at  present,  ten  Associations, 
existing  either  wholly  or  in  part,  in  the 
.state  of  Massachusetts.     They  are  the 
Warren,  Old  Colony,  Boston,  VVorcester, 
Westficld,  Leydcn.'Sturbridge,  Wendell, 
Shnft.sbury,   and  Hartford  Associations, 
i  Besides  these,  there  are  fourteen  churches 
'  which  have  not,  as  yet,  connected  them- 
I  selves  with  any  Association. 
I     From  this  table  it  appears  that  there 
i  are  belonging  to  the  Warrtn  AssociatioUy 
29  churches,  18  ordained  ministers.  Its 
number  of  members  is  3590,  of  whom  lift 
were  added  during  the  past  year.  . 

Old  Colony  Association:  'lO  churches, 
11  ordained  ministers.  Present  number, 
1221  ;  additions,  (-2. 

Boston  Association  :  40  churches,  27 
ministers.  Present  number,  3721 ;  addi- 
tions, 156. 
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Worcester  Association:  15  churches, 
15  minitiiers.  Present  number,  1150  ;  ad- 
ditions, !/2. 

fVestficid  Association  :  17  churches,  17 
ministers.  Present  number,  12\)S  ;  addi- 
tions, 70. 

Leydcn  Jlssocivtion  :*  7  churches,  5 
ministers.  Present  number,  307 ;  addi- 
tions, 13. 

Stui  bridge  Association:  13  churches, 
12  ministers.  Present  number,  1005  ;  ad- 
ditions, 4f). 

Wendell  Association :  7  churches,  7 
ministers.    Present  number,  308. 

Shaftsbury  Association:  0  churches, 
5  ministers.  Present  number,  590  ;  ad- 
ditions, 74. 

Hartford  Association  :  But  one  church 
in  the  state  .  Present  number,  50. 

Unassociated  churches,  14.  Present 
number  estimated  at' 1000. 

There  an  thus  connected  with  the  Con- 
vention, and  in  the  state,  159  churches, 
130  ministers,  and  15,101  members,  of 
whom  between  000  and  700  have  been 
added  during  the  past  year. 

Summaif. 

"  There  are,  connected  with  the  Con- 
vention, 115  churches,  and  11,811  mem- 
bers Of  these,  there  are  in  Rhode-Island, 
12  churches,  and  2,100  members.  In 
New-Hampshire,  5  churches  and  258  mem- 
bers, which  deducted,  leaves  in  Massa- 
chusetts, connected  with  the  Convention, 
98  churches  and  9,393  members.  There 
are  in  Massachusetts,  associated  but  not 
connected  with  the  Convention,  27  church- 
es and  2,350  members.  There  are  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, unassociated,  but  in  fellowship, 
14  churches,  and  (say)  1,000  members. 
So  that  there  are  of  Baptists,  in  Massa- 
,  chusetts,  in  fellowship,  139  churches  and 
12,743  members.  In  these  139  churches, 
there  arc  125  ministers^  and  21  licentiates, 
while  there  are  39  churches  destitute  of 
pastors,  nearly  all  of  which  are  partially 
supplied  with  preaching." 

The  remainder  of  the  pamphlet  is  taken 
up  with  an  appendix.  In  this  will  be  | 
found,  1st.  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
on  thn  charities  which  deserve  the  present 
attention  of  the  Convention.  The  Report 
recommends  that  at  present,  our  efforts 
be  directed  to  missions  in  the  Common- 
wealth. 2.  An  interesting  account  of  the 
state  of  religion  in  the  various  Associa- 
tions. 3.  An  account  of  the  foreign  mis- 
sions under  the  direction  of  the  Baptist 
General  Convention,  v  -th  a  brief  account 
of  each  missionary  station.  4.  A  brief 
account  of  the  Baptist  Missionary  Society 
of  Massachusetts.  5.  A  notice  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Baptist  Education  Society,  and 
6.  A  view  of  the  present  state  of  the  ! 
American  Baptist  Magazine.  j 

•  Of  this,  and  the  following  Associations,  only  a  } 
part  of  thf  chuiches  are  without  the  State,  and  are 
not  estimated.  | 


COLU.MBIAN  COLLECE,  IK  THE  DISTRICT 
OF  COLUMBIA. 

To  the  friends  of  Religion  and  Science^ 
the  Trustees  of  this  Institution  beg  leave 
to  present  the  following  statement  and 
solicitation. 

The  importance  of  a  College  at  this 
place,  of  a  high  literary  standard,  regula- 
ted on  the  sacred  principles  of  sound 
morality  and  true  religion,  had  powerful- 
ly impressed  itself  on  the  minds  of  a  few- 
individuals.  Encouraged  and  sustained 
by  the  strong  representations  of  the  great 
Washington,  and  his  illustrious  succes- 
sors, they  conceived  the  design,  and  en- 
tered upon  tire  undertaking. 

Destitute  of  pecuniary  resources,  they 
looked  for  the  only  means  of  accomplish- 
ing the  object  in  the  generosity  of  an  en- 
lightened and  liberal  public. 

Late  in  the  year  1819,  subscriptions 
were  opened,  and  a  lot  of  land,  nearly 
fifty  acres,  purchased.  Early  in  1820,  a 
College  edifice  was  commenced,  which, 
with  out- buildings,  and  two  houses  fov 
Professors,  was  completed  the  vear  fol- 
lowing. Since,  a  building  has  been  fin- 
ished also,  for  the  use  of  the  Preparatory 
School,  with  rooms  for  Lectures,  for  the 
Philosophical  and  Chemical  Apparatus, 
and  for  the  Cabinet  of  Curiosities  and 
Museum. 

In  February,  1821,  this  College  receiv- 
ed the  sanction  of  an  act  of  incorporation 
by  Congress  ;  and  has  enjoyed  the  con- 
fidence, approbation,  and  patronage  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  the 
Heads  of  Departments  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  many  distinguished  citizens. 

The  Faculty,  consisting  of  the  Presi- 
dent, six  Professors,  and  two  Tutors,  was 
organized,  and  entered  upon  the  various 
and  responsible  duties  of  the  College,  in 
January  1822.  Thirty-nine  students  were 
admitted  the  first  term,  and  the  number 
has  been  constantly  increasing.  More 
than  two  hundred  have  been  received ; 
and  nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty,  inclu' 
ding  the  medical  students,  are  foimd  on 
the  Catalogue  of  the  present  term.  One 
class  has  graduated,  and  furnished  decis- 
ive and  very  gratifying  proofs  of  the  suc- 
cess and  value  of  this  seat  of  learnings 
Its  prospects  are  of  the  most  animating, 
character. 

The  increasing  number  of  Students 
renders  it  indispensably  necessary  to  un- 
dertake the  erection  of  an  additional  Col- 
lege edifice  for  their  accommodation.  For 
this,  however,  means  will  be  specially 
provided,  independently  of  the  measures 
pursued  for  liquidating  the  existing  debts 
of  the  Institution. 

To  remove  the  pressure  of  the  debts,  i& 
the  immediate  object  of  this  statement,  i 
On  a  fair  valuation  of  the  bank  stock 
in  hand,  and  ol'the  outstanding  subscrip- 
tions, wills,  legacies,  notes,  &c.,  the  ba!- 
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ance  of  debt  against  the  Institution  does 
not  exceed  $30,000. 

The  plan  is  this:  to  ask  one  dollar  only 
of  each  individual,  who  conveniently  can 
afford  it.  And  wJio  is  there,  in  circum- 
stances convenient  to  do  it,  who  will  not 
give  so  small  a  sum  for  so  great  an  object? 
Are  there  not  thirty  thousand  among  ten 
millions  ready  to  do  this  ?  Nay,  are  there 
not  one  thousand  persons,  each  of  whom 
will  taJce  this  statement  and  collect  $30, 
and  thus  accomplish  the  important  result, 
with  but  little  delay  ^ 


BAPTIST   GENERAL  TRACT  SOCIETY. 

The  first  annual  meeting  of  this  Socie- 
ty was  held  in  the  meeting-house  of  the 
first  Baptist  Church  in  Washington  City, 
on  Monday  evening,  the  23th  of  Februa- 
ry, 1825. 

From  the  Report  of  the  Board  which 
was  then  read,  it  appears  that  the  pros- 
pects of  success  in  the  great  objects  of 
the  Society,  are  flattering  to  a  degree  far 
bevond  the  anticipations  of  its  founders. 
Many  of  the  most  enlightened  and  influ- 
ential of  the  denomination,  in  most  parts 
of  the  United  States,  have  expressed  their 
unqualified  approbation  of  the  undertak- 
ing, and  their  readiness  to  co-operate  in 
such  measures  as  will  tend  to  its  enlarge- 
ment. Many  auxiliary  societies  are  al- 
ready formed,  and  depositories  are  estab- 
lished in  several  of  the  States.  Nineteen 
tracts  have  already  been  issued,  and  the 
number  will  be  rapidly  increased.  This 
institution  is  yet  in  its  early  stage  of  iri- 
fancy  ;  and  if  the  countenance  which  it 
has  already  received,  may  be  regarded  as 
an  indication  of  its  future  support,  the 
most  happy  results  may  be  confidently 
expected. 

The  oflicers  for  the  ensuing  year  are  : 

President,  O.  B.  Brown. 

Vice  President,  Samuel  Cornelius. 
Agent,  George  Wood. 
Recording  Secretary,  Joseph  Thaw. 

Treasurer,  Luther  Rice. 

Experience  has  so  evidently  demonstra- 
ted the  utility  of  Tracts,  that  it  is  almost 
superfluous  to  remind  the  Christian  pub- 
lic of  the  convenience  which  they  offer  of 
doins  much  good  with  little  expense.  In 
many  instances  they  have  been  instru- 
mental in  bringing  conviction  to  the 
minds  of  sinners,  who  were  not  in  the 
habit  of  going  where  the  Gospel  was 
preached.  They  have  brought  sweet 
consolations  to  the  hearts  of  God's  chil- 
dren, and  often  supplied  the  want  of  the 
ministry  of  the  word  in  destitute  places. 
They  scatter  light  upon  the  pilgrim's 
path,  and  carry  blessings  into  the  abodes  j 
of  misery,  at  ari  expense  so  small  as  to  be  j 
'utterly  imperceptible.  1 


MISSIONARY  SOCIETIES. 

Roxbury,  April  13,  1825. 

Messrs.  Editors, 

Entertaining  a  favourable  opinion  of 
the  Missionary  cause,  and  convinced  of 
the  importance  as  well  as  the  propriety 
of  more  systematic  and  concentrated  ef- 
forts for  the  spread  of  the  gospel,  I  take 
the  liberty  to  forward  you  an  account  of 
the  formation  of  two  or  three  societies  in 
this  place.  If  you  think  the  publication 
of  it  will  have  any  influence  in  inducing 
other  churches  "  to  do  likewise,"  you  are 
at  liberty  to  insert  it  in  your  Magazine. 


Yours  respectfully. 


W.  L. 


A  number  of  gentlemen  connected  with 
the  Baptist  congregation  in  Roxbury,  con- 
vened on  the  20th  of  March,  and  formed 
themselves  into  a  Primary  Foreign  Mis- 
sionary Society,  and  made  choice  of  the 
following  officers  : 

President,  Rev.  William  Leverett. 

Vice-President,  Dea.  Timothy  Corey. 

Sec'ry.  <^  Treas.  Dea.  Thomas  Griggs. 

Collectors,  Messrs.  Amos  Blood,  Mel- 
zar  Waterman,  Kendall  Brooks,  and  Abel 
Green. 

On  Monday  afternoon,  April  11,  seve- 
ral ladies  connected  with  the  same 
Congregation,  formed  themselves  into  a 
Primary  Society  for  the  same  purpose, 
and  made  choice  of  the  following  persons 
to  manage  the  concerns  of  the  Society. 

Secr'y.     Treas.  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Leverett. 

Collectors,  Mrs.  Harriet  Griggs,  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Colburn,  Mrs.  Mary  Randall, 
Mrs.  Esther  Noyes,  Miss  Phebe  Pratt, 
Miss  H.  M.  Griggs. 

Besides  these  Societies  for  the  support 
of  the  Burman  Mission,  there  is  a  Ladies* 
Society  for  the  support  of  the  Carey  Mis- 
sion. The  friends  of  Christ  in  this  place, 
though  few  in  number,  and  not  burdened 
with  wealth,  continue  to  exhibit  a  spirit 
of  benevolence  and  activity,  both  honoura- 
ble to  themselves,  and  worthy  the  cause  in 
which  they  are  engaged.  For  the  Foreign 
Mission,  we  shall  probably  obtain  from 
100  to  150  dollars. 


REVIVALS  OF  REIiIGION. 

extract  of  a  letter  from  MR.  THOMAS 
B.  RICE,  DATED 

Auburn,  March  14,  1825. 
The  Lord  is  displaying  the  riches  of 
his  grace  in  this  region,  in  calling  sinners 
frorn  darkness  to  his  marvellous  light.  In 
Fleming,  Elder  Clark  baptized  between 


Obituary  of  Rev. 

30  and  40  last  year,  and  the  work  has 
ceased  in  that  place,  but  in  Mentz  there 
is  quite  a  revival.  More  than  40  have 
been  buried  in  baptism  since  the  first  of 
October  last,  and  many  more  are  inquiring 
what  they  shall  do  to  be  saved.  Some 
stand  ready  to  go  forward  soon.  O  that 
the  Lord  would  pour  out  his  Spirit  in  co- 
pious effusions,  that  the  word  of  the  Lord 
may  have  free  course  and  be  glorified. 
The  Auburn  church  lias  been  in  a  back- 
slidden state  these  two  years  past,  but  the 
Lord  has  sent  his  Spirit  among  them,  and 
they  are  revived.  Jesus  has  spread  his 
banner  over  this  place,  and  sinners  are 
brought  to  bow  to  his  niild  sceptre,  and 
cry,  What  sliall  we  do  to  be  saved 
Five  persons  were  buried  in  baptism  yes- 
terday ;  there  are  more  expected  to  unite 
with  us  soon,  and  our  meetings  are  crowd- 
ed. O  brethren,  pray  for  us,  that  the 
Lord  s  work  may  continue  and  spread, 
till  the  whole  earth  is  filled  with  his  glory. 


VIRGINIA. 

A  ministering  brother  in  Giles  county, 
who  has  been  employed  as  a  domestic 
missionary  in  this  state,  writes  to  us  under 
date  of  December  27th  :  "  On  the  11th  of 
September  we  constituted  a  church  of  sev- 
en members,  within  five  miles  of  Giles 
Court  House,  where  the  Baptist  cause  has 
been  at  a  very  low  ebb  for  some  time  ; 
and,  shortly  after  the  church  was  consti- 
tuted, I  baptized  two  persons,  who  joined 
it.  Oji  Walker  s  Creek,  in  Wythe  county, 
within  14  miles  of  the  Court  House,  the 
prospect  is  very  encouraging.  The  last 
time  I  was  there,  we  received  four,  who 
were  amongst  the  most  respectable  inhab- 
itants of  the  settlement,  and  there  are  sev- 
eral others  who  talk  of  joining  next  Sat- 
urday.   The  people  are  very  much  excit- 
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ed  here ;  and  I  hope  that  the  Lord  is 
about  to  build  a  house  for  himself  among^ 
them.  This  place  is  upwards  of  thirty 
miles  from  any  church,  and  there  never 
were  any  Baptists  here  before.  If  I  were 
to  judge  from  the  appearance  that  was 
produced  under  the  ministry  of  the  word, 
during  my  last  tour,  I  should  conclude 
that  the  Lord  was  about  to  do  great  things 
for  the  people  in  many  other  settlements. 
Indeed,  I  do  not  think  I  ever  before  per- 
formed a  tour  that  was  so  promising." 


NORTH  CAROLINA. 

We  have  been  politely  favoured  with 
the  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  a 
gentleman  at  Moore  Court  House,  to  a 
member  of  Congress,  which  furnishes 
sctme  pleasing  particulars  of  the  revival 
in  that  part  of  the  State. 

"The  Lord,  in  his  unbounded  goodness, 
is  still  carrying  on  his  work  in  this  vicin- 
ity. We  have  received,  in  a  few  months 
past,  upwards  of  forty  members.  W^e  re- 
ceived at  one  time  three,  each  of  whom 
was  upwards  of  forty  years  of  age.  The 
brethren  hold  weekly  prayer  meetings  at 
night ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  weather 
is  cold,  and  the  inhabitants  thinly  settled, 
the  houses  at  times  are  crowded.  Two- 
of  our  old  members  have  embarked  in  the 
ministry,  and  others  exhort  with  warmth 
and  power.  My  dear  brother,  the  Lord 
is  good,  and  his  works  are  marvellous  in 
our  eyes.  The  little  band,  which  have 
been  literally  frozen  for  twenty  years,  are 
roused  from  the  spirit  of  lethargy  which 
has  long  pervaded  them,  and  now  appear 
active  and  zealous  in  promoting  the  inter- 
ests of  Immanuel's  kingdom.  O  that  it 
may  continue  to  prosper,  and  his  name 
be  glorified  in  the  salvation  of  the  sonr 
and  daughters  of  Adam  I"  [Lmn. 


OBITUARY. 

REV.  ASAHEL  WOODS. 


To  the  Editors  of  the  Am.  Bap.  Mag.  I 

In  performing  a  voluntary  mission  of! 
about  four  weeks  on  the  eastern  side  of 
the  Green  Mountains,  I  became  acquaint- 
ed with  some  interesting  facts  in  the  life 
of  Rev.  AsAHEL  Woods,  the  late  dearly 
beloved  and  much  lamented  pastor  of  the 
Baptist  church  in  Putney,  Vermont.  I 
send  you  a  few  brief  notices,  derived  from 
living  witnesses,  which  it  would  gratify 
at  least  some  of  your  readers  to  see  insert- 
ed in  your  useful  Magazine. 

Rev.  AsAHEL  Woods  was  a  native  of' 
Souihbury,  Mass.  His  parents  were  re-  | 
spectable  and  pious  members  of  the  Con-  j 
gregatioaal  church  in  that  place,  and  one  i 


;  of  his  brothers  is  a  useful  minister  of  that 
denomination  in  Newport,  N.  H.  Of  the 
peculiar  dealings  of  God  with  Mr.  W. 
while  under  conviction,  I  am  but  little  ac- 
quainted. 1  understood,  however,  that 
he  had  remarkably  deep  and  aflecting 
views  of  the  evil  of  sin,  of  the  lost  condi- 
tion of  man,  of  the  native  depravity  of  the 
unrenewed  heart,  and  of  the  mighty  and 
effectual  operation  of  the  SpiriTofGod. 
He  was  ever  afterwards  a  warm  advocate 
of  the  doctrine  of  sovereign  and  distin- 
guishing grace. 

In  1812,  he  was  buried  with  Clirist  in 
baptism,  and  joined  the  Baptist  church  in 
Fitzwilliam,  then  under  the  pastoral  car« 
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cf  Rev.  Riina  Allen.    Soon  after  his  pub- ' 
Jic  profession  of  religion,  he  became  a ' 
candidate  fjr  the  great  work  of  the  gospel 
ministry,  in  which  he  was  through  life  so 
arduously  enga2"ed.  j 
In  1817,  he  removed  to  Putney.  Vt.  and  ^ 
preached  on  probation  to  the  Church  and 
Society  in  that  place,  until  the  following  : 
year.    He  was  then  publicly  and  solemn- 
ly consecrated  to  the  ministry  of  the  word,  j 
by  a  respectable  ecclesiastical  council,  i 
convened  for  that  purpose.    VV^ith  this 
people,  although  their  means  were  small, ' 
and  his  maintenance  scanty,  he  continued 
to  labour  till  the  close  of  his  life.    Poverty  , 
could  not  drive  him  from  his  labour  of 
love,  nor  affluence  seduce  him  from  the  | 
people  of  his  affection. 

At  the  commencement  of  his  ministry, : 
the  literary  and  theological  attainments  of 
our  deceased  brother  were  limited  ;  but : 
the  vigour  of  his  mind,  assisted  by  indefat- , 
igable  application,  soon  rendered  him  an 
able  and  acceptable  minister  of  the  gos- 
pel.   Few,  if  any,  in  this  region  exceeded 
iiim  in  sermonizing.     His  manner  was  i 
solemn  and  attractive,  and  his  discourses 
were  always  delivered  with  a  good  degree 
of  pathos,  and  remarkable  pungency  of 
application.    A  pious  zeal  for  the  glory 
«f  God,  the  good  of  Zion,  and  the  conver- 
sion of  sinners,  was  clearly  manifest  in 
the  performance  of  all  the  duties  of  his  j 
ministry.    As  he  advanced  in  life,  his  ar-  j 
dour  increased,  and  at  no  time  was  his  | 
anxiety  for  the  eternal  welfare  of  the  flock  i 
committed  to  his  charge  so  visible,  as 
within  a  few  months  of  his  lamented  j 
death.    The  many  offices  he  was  called 
to  sustain,  and  the  public  services  he  was  | 
called  to  perform,  abundantly  evince  how 
rapidly  he  was  advancing  in  the  esteem 
and  affection  of  his  brethren  in  the  sur- 
rounding region.    For  many  years  previ- 
ous to  his  death,  he  had  been  the  clerk  of 
the  Leyden  Association. 

In  attending  an  ordination  in  October 
last,  he  took  a  cold,  which  was  followed 
by  a  fever,  that  terminated  his  valuable 
life.  From  the  commen  -ement  of  his 
sickness,  he  seomed  sensible  that  his  work 
was  almost  finished.  At  first  he  seemed 
to  tremble  in  view  of  the  solemn  account 
he  was  shortly  to  render  to  the  Judge  of 
quick  and  dead.  Soon,  however,  he  rose 
above  all  doubt,  and  was  enabled  with  con- 
fidence to  commit  his  all  to  God,  through 
Christ  the  Saviour  of  sinners.  He  fre- 
quentlv  said,  while  referring  to  the  doc- 
trines which  he  had  preached,  "  I  have 
nothing  to  take  back  ;  of  this  I  have  noth- 
ing to  repent.  I  am  willing  to  venture 
mv  soul  in  the  presence  of  God,  on  the 
system  of  truth  which  I  have  endeavoured 
to  declare."  His  sickness,  which  for  a 
part  of  the  time  was  very  painful,  he  bore 
wi'ih  exemplary  patience.  Most  of  his 
time  was  spent  in  prayer,  specially  for 
tlie  people  of  his  charge.  Commending 
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him-self,  and  his  mourning  wife,  into  th6 
hands  of  the  glorious  Redeemer,  he  sweet- 
ly fell  asleep'in  Jesns  on  the  17th  of  No- 
vember last,  leavinir  an  afflicted  church, 
and  a  large  circle  of  friends  to  mourn  their 
irreparable  loss.  An  appropriate  sermon 
on  the  occasion  was  preached  by  Elder 
Bruce  of  Wilmington. 

While  arranging  his  worldjy  concerns, 
after  providing  for  his  bereaved  widow, 
he  remembered  the  Lord's  treasurv,  and 
gave  by  bequest  at  her  decease,  the  one 
half  of  his  property  for  the  education  of 
indigent  and  pious  young  men,  called  of 
God  to  the  holy  ministry,  and  the  other 
half  for  the  support  of  missions.  By  this 
it  will  appear,  that  his  mind  soared  far 
above  the  foolish  prejudices  of  those  who  ^ 
suppose  that  learning  will  hurt  a  good 
man,  and  that  it  is  wicked  to  send  the 
gospel  all  over  the  world. 

With  this  dear  and  bereaved  people,  I 
spent  about  six  days.  I  find  that  the  death 
of  their  pastor  has  been  the  means  not 
only  of  advancing  religion  in  the  member<? 
of  the  church,  but  also  of  conviction  and 
conversion  to  many  in  the  society.  About 
fourteen  have  professed  religion  since  his 
decease  ;  several  of  whom  expressly  ac- 
knowledge his  lite  and  death  as  the  means 
of  their  awakening.  His  memory  seems 
embalmed  in  the  hearts  of  all  through- 
out this  region.  He  died  in  the  meridian 
of  life,  in  the  42d  year  of  his  age.  I  da 
not  recollect  ever  to  have  been  made  per- 
sonally acquainted  with  a  more  useful  life, 
or  a  more  happy  death,  than  were  those 
of  our  deceased  brother.  When  visiting 
from  house  to  house,  and  hearing  the  peo- 
ple speak  of  his  faithful  warnings  and  ad- 
vice, and  his  fervent  prayers,  I  was  often 
led  to  exclaim,  Let  me  die  the  death  of 
the  righteous,  and  let  my  last  end  be  like 
his."  ^  •'a.  W. 


Monies  received  hrj  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Baptist  Board  of  Foreign  Missions. 

1825. 

March  31.   From  the  Female  Benevolent 
Society,  '>f  Ncrth  Yarmouth, 
(Me.)  a  Box  o<  Clothing,  isti- 
mated  by  th   donors,  at    -  3-3,13 
April  13.    From  J.  F.  Mos  s,  collected  at 
Xhf  Monthly  Union  Concert 
for   inayer,  at   the  Baptist 
Met-tiiiK-hoiise    in  J.xeier, 
N.  H.  fo   the  Cart7  Station,  6,30 
From  a  ff-ma'e  fiitnd.  by  J. 
F.   Moses,  for  the  Bii  nian 
Mission,        ....  3,00 
21.    From  thr  Salem  Bible  Transla- 
tion and  Foieigrn  Mission  ho- 
ci-^ty.   by  J.  Moriaity,  Esq. 
Treasurer,     .      -      -      -  300.00 
25.    From  "the  Vew-York  Female 
Missionary  Society  for  For- 
eie:ii  MisNions."      -      -      -  100,06 
From  Miss   F-  Rogers,  Treas. 
of  the  "  Primary  Society  to 
aid  the  Bnrman  Mission," 
belonering  to  the  Fivst  Baptist 
Church  aud  Soc  iu  Boston,  120,50 

«562,92 
HEMAN  LINCOLN,  Treas. 

"articles,  are  iinavoidaby  jiostponed,  to  iwke  room 
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